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THE BOCK: CHAPTERS OF A LI FE



OPENI NG CREDI TS.
Title: Chapters O A Life.

NARRATOR (V. O
The year 1926 was as good a tine as
any to be born in Anerica. Lots of
great nusic. Dance. Baseball. No
wars at the tine. Everyone felt
they were in the sane boat. Street
cars. The dawn of autonobil es.
Ragti ne.

FADE | N:

| NT. MCCANN S SPEAKEASY - NI GHT

A band is thrilling the audience with a sweet rendition.
JACK CONNER is the | ead singer of the band. Hi s anmazi ng
voi ce keeps the listening audi ence enchant ed.

In the corner, a beautiful brunette |eads a few paying in
the rudinentary steps of the | atest dance. She is LUCY. Jack
stares in her direction intermttently.

SUPERI MPCSE:  1926.

The nusic stops. Lucy catches her breath. The custoners
can’t wait for another thrill.

JACK
This song is dedicated to the
beautiful brunette who is hel ping
all of our custonmers interpret the
beat through their feet.

Jack holds up a glass of beer and toasts to Lucy. She, in
turn, perforns a nost artistic pirouette, followed by a
curtsy.

Jack bubbles with a sm | e.

EXT. STADI UM - DAY

The stadiumis packed with the supporters of the two playing
t eans.

SUPERI MPOSE: ST. LOUI'S BROWNS VS YANKEES.
Jack and Lucy are enjoying each other’s conmpany as they

cheer al ongside the Browns supporters as BABE RUTH steps up
agai nst a Brown’s thrower.



LUCY
Babe Ruth, he is having a mnuch
better season conpared to | ast
season. Two hundred and ninety
batting, twenty-five hone runs, and
sixty-six batted in.

Jack i s amazed.

JACK
How do you know this stuff so well?

LUCY
A famly of boys...
(W nks)
...and tonboys.

Lucy chucks her fingers into her Cracker Jack box. Her face
wrinkles in confusion. She takes a bright blue plastic ring
out of the box, turning to Jack in surprise.

Jack inmpulsively places the ring on her finger. The fans
st andi ng behind them cheer for themthis tine.

| NT. BAR - NI GHT
A quiet bar with customers sitting at different tables.

Jack and Lucy sit at a table. Each sports a wedding ring on
their fourth finger. The | ook on their faces reveals the
tensi on between them wth Lucy | ooking nore affected.

LUCY
You want to go on the road three
weeks out of every nonth.

Jack stares at his wife with sone synpat hy.

JACK
It’s twice what | nake now...If we
get so lucky as to have a baby,
this could provide a financial
cushion. Also, it could offer you
t he opportunity to raise our kid,
God wlling, with sone
opportunities.

The coupl e goes silent for a nonent.
Lucy sips on her Coke, while Jack gul ps his beer. They

remain silent, Lucy | ooks everywhere el se apart from Jack’s
face.



Lucy returns her gaze to Jack.

LUCY
It’s okay, you can go.

Jack beans a snmile with appreciation.

LUCY ( CONT’ D)
And make sure you becone "world
f anous. "

JACK
| wll do ny best. Thank you.

EXT. JACK / LUCY' S HOUSE - DUSK

Ataxi pulls to a stop at the street side. Jack alights from
t he backseat, pays the drivers, then wal ks up the front
door .

He rings the doorbell. Soon, Lucy opens the door. Elated to
see her husband, she junps into his arnms. They ki ss

passi onately, noving back into the house.

| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Jack and Lucy enter the room hol ding each other in an
enbrace and kissing. They both fall onto the bed.

| NT. BATH ROOM - DAY

Lucy stands before a mrror staring at her reflection. She
is clad in her bra and panti es.

SUPERI MPOSE: Three Mont hs Later.

She runs her pal mover her belly with a smle on her face.

| NT. SHOABOAT / LOBBY - DAY

Jack and his band thrill custonmers sitting at tables
enjoying their food and dri nks.

JACK
Rock a bye, your baby, with a dixie
nmel ody. When you croon, croon a
tune, fromthe heart of Dixie.

CUT TGO



I NT. ST. MARY' S HOSPI TAL / HALLWAY

Lucy sits in a wheelchair with her face winkled in pain.
She is due for delivery. Two nurses push her down the
hal | way toward the | abor room

JACK (V. 0O
Just hang ny cradle, mamy mi ne,
right on that masoned, dixie |ine.
And swing it fromVirginiato
Tennessee, with all the love that’s
in ya.

The nurses push Lucy into the | abor roomat the end of the
hal | way.

| NT. SHOABQAT / LOBBY

The customers continue to enjoy the sweet nelody by Jack and
t he band.

JACK
Weep no nore, ny |lady, sing that
song again, for nme. Sing on bl ack
Joe, just as though, you have ne on
your knees.

A mllion baby kisses, ['1]I
deliver, if you will only play that
Swanee river. Rock a bye your rock
a bye baby, with a dixie nel ody.

| NT. HOSPI TAL / LABOR ROOM

Lucy is on the theatre bed laboring with tears, pains, and
ecstasy. She | abors to deliver her baby. A doctor and a few
nurses surround her.

JACK (V. 0O
Ch! Weep no nore, ny |ady, sing
that song again, for nme. Sing on
bl ack Joe, just as though, you have
me on your knees.

The doctor wel cones a baby boy for Lucy. She smles with
tears in her eyes as she cradl es her baby.

JACK (V. O (CONT' D)
A mllion baby kisses, 1'1I
deliver, if you will only play that
Swanee river. ..



| NT. SHOWBCAT / LOBBY

Jack is lost in the nusic, singing with his eyes closed. The
wat chi ng audi ence is in awe.

JACK
Rock a bye...your rock a bye baby,
with a dixie nelody.

The thrilled audi ence appl auds.

I NT. JACK / LUCY' S BEDROOM - DAY

Lucy sits on the bed with her baby in her arm Jack wal ks
in. He is shocked and anazed at the sight of Lucy and the
baby.

Lucy places the baby in his father’s arnms. Jack holds himin
an enbr ace.

EXT. SOULARD MARKET - DAY

Jack stands beside an apple-filled cart singing "Brother,
Can You Spare a Dine". His face |ooks as dull as the severa
faces walking to and fro the | ane.

SUPERI MPOSE: 1929. The G eat Depression.

As Jack ends his song, a smattering of applause ensues from
traders and passersby around him

A MAN wal ks up to the apple cart. He holds out a nickel to
Jack.

MAN
Pl ease, can | get one apple for a
ni ckel ?

Jack beans a faint smle

JACK
Pi ck one.

The man hands Jack the nickel, picks up one apple, and
| eaves.



I NT. JACK / LUCY' S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Jack, Lucy, and little CHAZ CONNER sit at the dining table
eating a soup of apple and cheese.

They eat in silence, with a dull |look on their faces.

EXT. SOQULARD MARKET - DAY

The atnosphere is frosty. Jack sits by his apple cart
| ooki ng sad. He has a wool scarf around his neck.

More apple sellers stand or sit beside their carts.

A MAN wal ks up to the apple cart |ooking hungry and weak. He
nods to Jack and then picks up an apple.

Jack sighs sadly as the nman wal ks away. He tries to sing,
but notices some hoarseness.

An OLD LADY approaches Jack’s cart, buys sone apples, and
wal ks away.
| NT. JACK / LUCY'S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Jack and Lucy are sitting at the dining table. They are
finishing up with a neal of warned-over apples.

Lucy notices the | ook of depression on Jack’s face.

LUCY
What’'s the matter, honey? Tough
day?

JACK
They' re all tough.

LUCY
Well, we can only pray that things
will get better.

Lucy forces an optimstic smle.

JACK
| doubt it.

LUCY
O course, it wll. Soneday soon,
the nusic clubs will cone back, and
you' || be able to regain your

rightful role as singer
extraordi naire.



Jack doesn’t answer. He just |ooks down at his plate, and
tears slowy roll down his cheeks.

| NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

The DOCTOR sits at his desk studying sone test results. Jack
sits on the opposite side of the desk, staring at the doctor
with curiosity.

The doctor finally | ooks up at Jack.

JACK
So?

DOCTOR
It’s a vocal -chord dysfuncti on.
Somet hi ng |i ke ast hma.

JACK
Can you cure it?
DOCTOR
Not really. It’s chronic. But it’s

not fatal.
The doctor smles at Jack.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
Unl ess you' re a big-tine singer,
you should be able to enjoy a | ong
life.

Jack is speechl ess. Sadness clouds his face.

| NT. JACK / LUCY' S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Jack sits at the dining table witing on a piece of paper.

JACK (V. 0O

| think both of you will be better
off with a fresh start. Lucy, you
are the nost wonderful woman any
man coul d ever neet. And, Charl es,
you have a world of opportunity in
front of you. | do hope both of you
have Bl ue Skies in your future..



EXT. JACK / LUCY' S HOUSE - NI GHAT

It is the dead of the night. Jack wal ks out of the front
door and quietly cl oses the door.

JACK (V. O
As for nme, | had ny chance at life.
| just choose not to live the rest
of nmy life silently selling apples.
Love, Jack.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

A ragtag group of nine-year-old boys is standing on the
sideline. They all listen attentively as JAVES "DUFFY" DUVAS
i ssue out orders to them

CHAZ CONNER i s one of the boys.
SUPERI MPOSE: 1935.

COACH DUMAS
Three things to renenber about
basebal |l . You can’t daydream out

there. herwise, you re going to
get bonked on the head. Two: You
gotta hustle on every play. If you
start doggin it, then you re gonna
be ' boom bang-bi ng’ out of the
lineup. And three: It’s just a damm
gane. | don’t want any crybabi es on
this team OK? Hey, you cone to
every practice. You work hard. W
all have sone fun. And we win nore
than we lose ... hopefully.

Coach Dunas | ooks at "The Lions" with a rare snile.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
(gesturing to the boys)
CK. This half, out in the field.
This half, inaline to see if you
can hit a ball.

The boys follow the command of the coach: Half spread out in
the field, while the other half Iines up.

Dumas is pitching for the team While Chaz is the hitter. He
m sses an ei ghteen-inch at the plate.



COACH DUMAS ( CONT' D)
Keep your eye on that pea. Try to
hurt that baseball and drive it.

After two nore whiffs by Chaz.

CCOACH DUNAS ( CONT' D)
Try to followthe ball as it cones
out of ny hand and watch it hit
that bat. And as soon as you hit
it, run your ass off to first base.

Chaz connects to the next throw and lofts a soft | ooper back
to the mound. Coach Dumas nabs it with his bare hand and
sm|es at Chaz.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
No need to run on that one. But
that’s the idea. See the ball hit
the bat. And take a good sw ng.

The contact on Chaz’s next swing is exhilarating. The bat
feel s explosively charged in his hands, and the sound
booming in his ears. The ball scurries between the third
baseman and the shortstop and rolls into the outfield.

Chaz rounds first base in full spirit before the bal
reaches the left fielder.

CCOACH DUNAS ( CONT' D)
(smling)
Stay there. Good eye. Good hustl e.

Chaz grins then tips his hat and grabs two handfuls of dirt.
He rubs it into his white T-shirt.

COACH DUMAS ( CONT' D)
Next !

One by one, the eight remaining boys run through the sane
batting fundanentals. None is better than Chaz.

TI ME CUT:
ONE HOUR LATER.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Everyone sit on the grass.

The Lions teamsits on the grass. Dumas paces to and fro a
few tines, gathering his thought.



CQOACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Good first outing. But ... and it
is a huge but ... we got lotta work
to do. W're gonna practice every
Wednesday at six and every Saturday
at 10:00 a.m right here in the
ball field behind the church. If
you wanna get better and conpete,
youse guys gotta practice between
those team practices. G ab sone
buddi es after school. NEWAN
BRENNAN, KERSTI NG ALDER ... it
| ooks |Ii ke you boys can throw the
ball. But you gotta work at it. Ailm
for the catcher’s glove and | and
the ball in that glove. It doesn’t
have to be that fast. Contro
counts. Besides, nobst kids can't
hit that well ... as our batting
practice proved. Only three of you
got hits: Conner, WELTON, and
BENDER. And what’'s the secret to
hitting the ball? Anyone?

Chaz rai ses his hand.

CHAZ
See the ball hit the bat.

COACH DUNMAS
Ri ght. Forget going for hone runs.
Leave that for Joe Medw ck of the
Gashouse Gang. For youse guys, just
connect. And to connect, you gotta
swing. | don’'t have nuch time for
kids who strike out with the bat on
their shoul ders. Swing the dam
bat .

Dumas | ooks at the boys in silence for a nonent.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Practice on your own. Next team
practice? Wednesday at six. GCet
practice with your friends before
that ... and stay out of trouble.



11.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Coach Dumas is racing the boys around the bases to see who
has speed.

- Coach Dumas bats grounders to the infielders and soft fly
balls to the outfielders. He schools each kid on howto hit.

TI ME CUT:

The teamis seated on the field with Coach Dunas standi ng
before them

COACH DUNMAS
Jimmy Kersting and Scott Al der, you
both are the pitchers for our first
game this Saturday afternoon.

Kersting and Al der beama bright smle.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Chaz Conner, Tonmy Newmran, Dickie
Brennan ... keep hitting. | can see
the results of your practices. N ce
even sw ngs. We're gonna need your
bats if we hone to score some runs.

Coach Dumas reaches into a box and pulls out the officia
hats and T-shirts. The boys glow with bright smles.

CHAZ
Wow.
ALDER
Red.
BOY 1
Just |ike the Gashouse Gang.
CHAZ

Can't wait to wear it.

Coach Dumas hands each team nenber a uniform The boys
el atedly wear the uniforns i medi ately.

TEAMVATES
(racing around the bases)
Li ons! Lions! Lions!

Coach Dumas watches with a smling face.
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COACH DUNMAS
That’ s the enthusiasm| want to see
fromeach of you this Saturday. The
gane’s at three, here ... against
the Robins. Get here at two.
Meanwhi | e, keep practicing.
Practice. Practice. Practice. |
want all of youse guys to play.
Everyone gets in the gane and pl ays
... and tries hard. Renenber this:
Don't give up. Gve it 110 percent.
That’ s nore inmportant than a wn.
You hear ne?

CHAZ
Go Li onsl!

TEAMVATES
Go Lions! Go Lions! Go Lions!

FADE TO BLACK

ON THEIR FI RST OFFI Cl AL LEG ON BALL GAME, THE LI ONS DEFEATED
THE ROBINS 12-4. THEY WENT ON TO EACH GAME FOR THE NEXT SI X
V\EEKS

| NT. LUCY’ S HOUSE / BATHROOM - DAY

Lucy is washing Chaz’s dirty uniform Chaz stands by the
door wat chi ng her.

LUCY
| don’t even understand why | wash
this dirty T-shirt. You just get it
di ngy, dirty, and grubby before the
first inning.

CHAZ
It’s part of our secret to success.
It’s our good-luck charm just |ike
t he Gashouse Gang.
Lucy snmiles and shakes her head.

LUCY
Yeah, well the Cardinals better
wat ch their backs. They haven't put
t he pennant away yet, and the Cubs
are gaining on them But | do
bel i eve in good luck. So |I’'m gonna
wash it clean and watch you get it
dirty when you | ead your teamto

( MORE)
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LUCY (cont’d)
victory, ny boy. By the way, you're
a good player. | liked that triple.
Coul d you hear ne fromthe stands
screamng 'That’s ny son.” And |’
be there to root you guys to
victory this Saturday.

EXT. SUBLETTE FI ELD - DAY

The turf of the "Anbrose Bears". The hone team supporters
are seated filling one of the two stands in the stadi um

The Anbrose Bears are waiting on the pitch. They are
uni formed in green and orange...hats, baseball shirts,
basebal | pants, and socks.

Two buses pull to a stop outside the field. One carry the
Li ons team and Coach Dumas. The other bus is carrying their
supporters of which Lucy is one of them

One by one, Chaz and his teanmates alight fromtheir bus.
Each dressed in T-shirts and blue jeans. They are daunted by
t heir opponents.

Coach Dumas gathers his teamat one side of the field. Wile
Lucy and the rest of the supporters proceed to the stands
for the opposing team

COACH DUMAS
Listen to ne. Youse guys are as
good as those guys. Better in ny
book. Hey, we came from kids who
couldn’t throw or hit and turned
into w nners.

Coach Dumas turns back and steals a glance at the rival team
as they try a practice of 6-4-3 double play. There is a
squint of admiration in his eyes. He turns back to his team

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
They think they deserve it cause
t hey have fancy uniforns. W don’t.
W' re |ike the Gashouse Gang. W
play hard. We get dirty. W play

out every ground ball. W never
gi ve up.
The Lions look all inspired. Coach Dumas turns his gaze to

Chaz.
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COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Chaz, how do we play? How hard do
we slide? How dirty do we get? How
cl ose are we to Gashouse Gang?

Chaz reaches into the dirt and rubs it on his clean T-shirt.
Coach Dumas perfornms the same ritual on his T-shirt with his
eyes on the teamand then smles at them

One by one, the Lions’ teammates do the sane thing.

LI ONS TEAMVATES
Go Lions. Go Lions. Go Lions.

TI ME CUT:

Adl er | eads off with a two-hard doubl e between the
centerfielder and left fielder.

SUPERI MPCSE:  FI FTH | NNI NG

Anbrose Bears’ player, MARGHERI O wal ks the next two Lions
hitters.

Wth the bases | oaded, Chaz rubs nore dirt on his T-shirt
and swings the bat in the batter’s box.

Lucy and the rest of the Lions supporters start to cheer:

LI ONS SUPPORTERS
Conner! Conner! Conner!

Chaz hits a hard ground ball in the hole on the first pitch.
The ball rolls off the shortstopper’s glove. In a panic, the
short-stopper throws it over to the second baseman’s gl ove,
scoring three runners.

Lions lead 5-0 at the end of the fifth inning.

The Lions nove to their coach on the sideline.

COACH DUMAS
W' re doing well. Don’t get cocky.

Si xth i nning:

The Lions yield three errors and allow three runs, with
Kersting throwng three balls in a row

Coach Dumas substitutes Kersting for Brennan.

Brennan strikes out the next three batters, who sw ng at
fast but out-of-the-box balls.
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Sevent h i nni ng:
Scores: Anbrose Bears 2-5 Lions.
The fans on both stands are on pins and needl es.

Wth one squib hit and two wal ks, the Lions have bases
| oaded and two outs.

Chaz rubs his hand in the dirt and wipes it off on his
already dirty T-shirt as he steps up to the plate. The
visiting fans are buzzing subtly.

LUCY
You're the nman, Chaz.

The first three pitches are outside by inches but are
clearly called balls. The home team supporters murmnur in
di sapproval .

Chaz digs into the batter’s box for the third pitch. The
catcher |l ooks himin the eyes.

CATCHER
Great gane, so far. Especially when
you' re W nni ng 5-2.

CHAZ
(di stract ed)
Yeah.

Chaz watches a screecher zoom by on the inside of the plate.
The next pitch nicks the outside edge of the plate with
speed.

The catcher fires the ball back to the pitcher and cl enches
his fist in encouragenent. He then turns to Chaz.

CATCHER
Hey, it ain’t over till it’s over.

Chaz is puzzled by the sentence. He watches the next pitch
speed toward him He sees the ball seemto accelerate as it
concei vably catches the outside borderline of the plate.

As the ball poofs into the catcher’s mtt.

UWPI RE
St eeri ke!

Coach Dumas |owers his head in disappointnent.
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In the visitor’s stand, Lucy’'s face is filled with pity for
her son. Chaz | ooks at her, shakes his head, and takes
position in left field.

Adl er wal ks the first two opposition batters. He strikes out
the next hitter, but the next batter dribbles the bal
between the pitcher and the third baseman, |oading the
bases.

The Bears catcher rubs his hand in the dirt, and then firns
grip on the bat. He takes two practice sw ngs before
entering the batters’ box.

After two outside pitches, the next one cones right down the
m ddl e of the plate, and the Bears batter takes full sw ng.
He connects with a wild crack..

...Chaz watches the ball fly over his head. He i medi ately
backtracks and wi tnesses the ball soar at |east eight feet
above the left-field wall. As he sinks in defeat, he | ooks
back at the infield and sees the catcher |eaping between
first and second base.

The hone team supporters are jubilant, cheering:

HOVE SUPPORTERS
Yo- gee. Yo-gee. Yo-gee.

The entire home teamwaits at home plate to celebrate with
the catcher as he skips toward the plate.

Slowy and dejectedly, the Lions trudge back toward their
first base bench.

COACH DUMAS
Sit down, boys.

The Lions sit as the coach instructed.

COACH DUNMAS ( CONT' D)
Boys, we played a helluva gane. And
we just lost by a hair. No one here
should hang their head low. | don’'t
want to see any tears. Youse guys
hol d your heads up high. 1’ m proud
of your progress and effort. now
line up and congratul ate the Bears.

The Bears are already |ined up between the pitcher’s nound
and first base.

one by one, the Lions shake the hands of the rival team
Chaz neets the hone run hero.
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CHAZ
Way di d peopl e keep scream ng
"Yo- gee" ?

CATCHER
Cause that’s ny name. Yogi Berra.

Chaz shakes Yogi’'s hand.

CHAZ
| am Chaz Conner. Well, it was a
great hit.

YOdQ
And a great gane...

EXT. FOREST PARK - DAY

It is a carnival. There is a carousel, a Ferris wheel, a
tilt-a-whirl, dodgemcars, sone aninmal rides, food stalls,
and m dway ganes. Many carnival goers engage in the

di fferent ganmes, while many others watch and soci ali ze.

Chaz (15) is standing at the basketball hoops booth. He is
about the sink the first of three balls. A few people wait
inline for their turn.

On both sides of the booth are prizes. Plush tigers, eagles,
cardi nal s, teddy bears, and nore.

Chaz sinks the first two, then rolls the ball in his hand
like a pro and takes one step back fromthe counter. He
gazes to his left and finds his focus on a young beauty...

... AMY ARCHER (14) stands twenty yards away from Chaz
wat ching himas their eyes neet. Gven the afternoon sun, it
is as if she is backlit for a Hollywod novi e.

Chaz is distracted staring at Any.

CHAZ
(nmutters)
Wow,

The busi ness owner barks in a gruff tone:

BUSI NESS OMNER
C non, son. Let’s get this gane
goi ng. You got people waiting in
i ne behind you.
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Chaz takes one nore |look at the prizes on the sides of the
booth. He then takes another | ook at the basketball rim and
aims. As the ball softly rolls off his finger, it approaches
the target, bounces on the rimto the left, then to the
right, and then arcs toward the ground.

BUSI NESS OANER ( CONT’ D)
Next .

Chaz clenches his fists in utter disappointnent and trudges
away fromthe booth. He steals an enbarrassed gl ance at

... Any still has her eyes on him She shrugs her shoul ders,
sending a "no big deal" nessage.
CHAZ
(munbl es)
Wow.

Chaz slowy wal ks over to her.

AWY
Sorry you m ssed that |ast shot.

CHAZ
| think there nay have been
sonmet hing wong with that | ast
basketball. It nmay have been | ess
filled wwth air than nmy first two.
O nore filled with air.

AW
My nane is Any.

CHAZ
Chaz.

AWY

| think that last shot didn’t just
go as pl anned.

CHAZ
You' re right.

Chaz sm | es sheepishly.

CHAZ ( CONT' D)
You cane al one?

AW
No. | came with nmy el der brother.
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Ay’ s el der brother, RALPH (16), hastily wal ks up to her
hol ding a bright fluffy teddy bear.

RALPH
Hey, sis, look what | won ya by
shooti ng baskets at that booth.

Any accepts the gift, carefully not trying to enbarrass
Chaz.

AW
It’s really cute.

RALPH
Conme on, sis, let’s go.

Ral ph gives Chaz a "W are out of here" gesture. He and Any
begin to wal k away.

CHAZ
Hey, were you able to use the sane
basketball for all three shots?

RALPH
The sane basket bal | ? What
difference would it make for an
all-star like ne?
(chuckl es)
Swi sh. Swi sh. Swi sh.

Chaz watches the siblings wal k across the grassy field
toward a yell ow bus. Any | ooks back at himand flashes a sly
smle.

CHAZ
WOw.
| NT. STEAK ' N SHAKE - DAY

It is scanty. Chaz and Any sit at a table sharing an orange
freeze.

SUPERI MPCSE: Three days | ater.

The duo can’t seemto find their words. They enjoy each
ot her’s conpany in silence, blushing nost of the tine.
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INT. MR ADLER S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Chaz sits on the sofa | ooking nervous. He is neatly dressed
in pants and a shirt. Any sits beside himdazzling in a
gown. Sitting across fromthemare..

... MR and MRS. ADLER sits on the sofa. They both | ook at
Chaz with a straight faces.

MR ADLER
So, Chaz, you'd return Any to the
house at exactly 10:30 p. m

CHAZ
Yes, M. Adler, | prom se.

Ral ph wal ks in. He is surprised to see Chaz.

RALPH
Hey, | know you fromthe carnival.
By the basketball booths. That's
when | sunk three in a row. Sw sh.

Swi sh. Swi sh.
Chaz turns his gaze to M. and Ms. Adler, who still has
their eyes fixed on him
CHAZ

And that’'s how we net.

MR. ADLER
Are you a good basketbal |l player?

CHAZ
Not really, but I ama good person.

Silently admring the response, M. Adler w nks at Chaz.

MR. ADLER
Bring Any back at 10:45. Latest.

CHAZ
You bet.

Chaz and Any | eave the house.

I NT. TIVOLI THEATRE - N GHT

The theatre is filled with couples. Chaz and Any are one of
them They sit next to each other seeing a romantic novie.
They both share a buttered popcorn and sone cokes.
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Chaz fakes a yawning stretch and ends up with an arm around
Any’ s shoul der. Any smles, reaches up with her left hand,
and pulls his armcl oser around her neck.

CHAZ (V. O
VWow.

Chaz and Any happily watch the rest of the novie.

EXT. MR ADLER S HOUSE - N GHT

Chaz and Any cone into view They stop in front of the steps
to the porch. They stare at each other in silence for a
nonent .

Any gl ances at her wistwatch. It’s "10:15".

AWY
Wul d you care to sit on the porch
swing until 10:45?

CHAZ
| would | ove to.

Chaz and Any nove over to the porch swing and sit. Ay
reaches for his armand puts it around her neck. Chaz beans
a smile.

After a few seconds, Chaz puts his fingers on Anmy’s chin and
brings it up to his face. He kisses her softly.

Suddenly, a fist crushes Chaz in the left jaw ... it’s
Ral ph. He stands over Chaz, fum ng.

RALPH
What the hell do you think you are
doing with ny little sister?

Chaz springs forward and body-slans Ral ph into the picture
wi ndow. The wi ndow crashes into M. Adler’s living, and so
does Ral ph.

Any starts to cry.

M. Adler rushes out to the porch. He sees Chaz |ying on the
shattered glass in the living room

MR. ADLER
Ral ph, stay in the living room |
wll conme to get you in a few

m nut es.

M. Adler |ooks at Any.
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MR. ADLER ( CONT’ D)
Ary, | think it’s tine to say
goodni ght to your friend, Chaz.
Any weakly waves to Chaz and wal ks up the stairs.
M. Adler wal ks Chaz down the sidewal k.

MR. ADLER ( CONT’ D)

Young man, | don’t think you are
necessarily a bad guy. | know ny
son has a short fuse. | understand

that. But | think it’s going to be
best if you don’t cone again. |
don’t want the two of you to get
into fisticuffs again. And | don’'t
want to replace a picture w ndow
every week. Understand?

CHAZ
| do. | wish it could have turned
out differently.

MR. ADLER
Probably just not the right tine,
or right age. But | do wi sh you
wel | .

CHAZ
Thank you, sir.

Chaz wal ks down the sidewal k. He touches his bruised |eft
jaw t o assess the damage.

| NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Chaz wal ks through the front door. He is dazed to see Lucy
standing in the center of the roomwith a sad | ook on her
face and teary eyes.

SUPERI MPCSE:  1940.

LUCY
Have you heard?

CHAZ
Heard what? Mom what’s the matter?
Di d soneone get hurt?

Lucy hugs Chaz.
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LUCY
(sobbi ng)
Thousands got hurt, and thousands
nore will get hurt in years to

come. Ch ny God, what is the world
com ng to?

Chaz can’t nmake sense of what his nother is saying.
CHAZ
Mom sit down. Tell ne what’s
wWr ong.

Lucy wal ks over to her radio console and dials fromleft to
right until she can hear Franklin Del ano Roosevelt’s speech.

Lucy wal ks back to Chaz.

LUCY
Li st en.

FDR (V. O
Yest erday, Decenber 7, 1941 ... a
date which will live in infany ..

the United States of Anerica was
suddenly attacked by the naval and
air forces of the Enpire of Japan.
As conmander in chief of the arny
and navy, | have directed that al
nmeasures be taken in our defense.
Hostilities exist. There is no
blinking at the fact that our
peopl e, our territory, and our
interests are in grave danger.

ask that Congress declare that
since the unprovoked and dastardly
attack ... a state of war has

exi sted between the United States
and t he Japanese Enpire.

Chaz is surprised by the news. Lucy slowy wal ks over to the
radi o console and turns it off.

LUCY
(si ghs)
It’s awful. We’re in for sonme tough
years.

CHAZ
Well, we got each other, and that’s
a good thing. No one can beat us.
No one.

Lucy wal ks back to himand gives hima |ong, strong hug.
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You're a good boy. | don’t want
anyt hing bad to ever happen to you.
CHAZ

[t won't.
Lucy just shakes her head and | ooks at the fl oor.

LUCY
You're all | got. You gotta prom se
me to do well in high school. Wrk
hard. | don’'t want you to end up in
some trench holding a gun ... and
dodgi ng bull ets.

I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Lucy and Chaz are sitting on the couch, relaxing after
di nner.

Chaz studies his mother’'s face for a nonent.

CHAZ
Mom

LUCY
Yeah.

CHAZ

Scot Sanuel and Billy Welton have
enlisted in the arny. They both
fudged their age to be able to
enlist.

Lucy buries her head in her arns, silently trenbling.

LUCY
(firmy)
Not until you are eighteen. Not a

day before.

Chaz raises his hand in rebuttal.

CHAZ
Mom you raised me to be a
responsi ble guy. | just want to do
ny part.

LUCY

Not until you are eighteen.

Chaz | ooks at her with | ove and sm |l es.

24.
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Ckay.

I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Chaz and Lucy sit at the dining table eating |unch. Chaz
suddenly stops eating, |ooking up at his nother.

CHAZ
It is a strange tinme to be at hone.

Lucy | ooks at himin silence.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
| would | ove to defend the
wonderful way of life you have
created for ne. And | think you
raised ne to know that this is
right.

Lucy remains silent. Only her face shows signs of fear.
CHAZ ( CONT' D)
| will be eighteen next week.
| NT. BUS - DAY - TRAVELI NG

Passengers fill up the box seats. Lucy and Chaz are sitting
al ongsi de the passengers.

Chaz | ooks cheerful and curious. Lucy is extrenely worried.

EXT. SELECTI VE SERVI CE OFFI CE - DAY

Lucy paces back and forth on the street corner. A few
parents wait around for their children.

Soong, Chaz bounds out of the office waving a white paper
above his head. He sees his nother across the street and
races over to her and hugs her.

CHAZ
" min.
LUCY
When?
CHAZ
Four weeks fromnow, | get to

report to Fort Leonard Wbod for
basi c training.
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Lucy pauses for a nonent.

LUCY
| am proud of you ... as al ways.

I NT. KEMOLL’ S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Diners sit at different tables. Lucy and Chaz sit at a table
over chicken parnesan and veal piccata.

Lucy stops eating, staring at Chaz. The | ook on her face
shows she is m ssing himalready.

LUCY
You know |I’mreally proud of your
exploits in grade school.

Chaz smles in appreciation.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
Your fascination with the Gashouse
Gang was enjoyable, too. And then
| ove that vacation we took to the
Lark of the Ozarks.

Chaz beans an even brighter snle.

CHAZ
You’' ve had faith and al ways been
unsel fish. 1 still renenber that
cel ebration of ny First Conmuni on.
You invited al nost the whol e
nei ghbor hood over for a honemade
buffet and took every Kodak picture
you could in your canera.

Lucy sniles broadly.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Renenber the day we went to the
Chai n of Rocks anusenent park? How
| held on to you for dear life on
t he deat h-defying roller coaster.

Lucy | aughs.

LUCY
Unl i ke now, you were so scar ed.

Lucy | ooks around the room and holds her finger in the air.
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TI ME CUT:
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LUCY (CONT' D)
Wai ter.

in sight walks to the table.

LUCY ( CONT’ D)
Two gl asses of wine. Pinot Gigio.

| eaves to get the order.

CHAZ
(whi speri ng)
Mom |'monly eighteen. | don’t
know if they will serve ne.

LUCY
If they don't, I will create a
ruckus |ike they have never seen at
Kenoll's. If you' re gonna go over
to Europe and save Anerica, you may
as well have any kind of w ne or
i quor you want.

Lucy and Chaz are now enjoying their glasses of w ne.

Lucy hands Chaz a gift in a small rectangul ar box. Chaz
opens the it. It is a beautiful blue VWaterman fountain pen.

CHAZ
(surprised)
This is really expensive, Mm

LUCY
| think you like to wite. | want
you to send nme a nessage every
week. Tell me what’s going on. Tel
me you are safe. Tell nme what you
fear and what you hope. Most of
all, I just want to hear your
wor ds.

Chaz rotates the pen in his right hand. He wal ks around the
tabl e and ki sses Lucy on the cheek.

CHAZ
| prom se.
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| NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Lucy sits on the couch. She is reading through a letter.

CHAZ (V. O
Dear Mom well, here | amin Fort
Leonard Wod, along wi th hundreds
of other recruits who are anxi ous
to save the free world fromthe bad

guys.
CUT TO
| NT. FORT LEONARD WOOD / RECRU T QUARTERS - MORNI NG
Several young boys are in the hall. Sone are making their

beds, while others are getting dressed. Chaz is one of the
formal. He makes his bed with precision.

Al'l the boys have their heads shaved, including Chaz.

CHAZ (V.0
| have to nmake nmy own bed every
norni ng perfectly. No winkles are
al l oned. My boots nust be shined so
you can see your face in the toe.
have turned into a responsible
young man, but that’s the way | was
rai sed.

EXT. FORT LEONARD WOCD - DAY

Chaz and sone recruits march along a path. They are foll owed
behi nd by SERGEANT BRANSTEAD

CHAZ (V. O
Most of the day, we march, march,
march ... and told what lowy

creatures we are by Sergeant

Branst ead, who uses nore profanity
t han any human being | have ever
met .

Sergeant Branstead sees a boy marchi ng out of Iine.

SGT. BRANSTEAD CHAZ (V. O
(1 naudi bl y) "Get in line, you grunt
"Get in line, you grunt recruits.”

recruits.”

The out-of-line recruit quickly falls back in line.
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CHAZ (V.0
"Chin up, chest out...otherw se you
are a bunch of...bags." |
under stand and accept that it’s al
part of the plan to nake us a
cohesive unit.

BACK TQO

I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Lucy now has a smle on her face as she continues to read
the letter.

CHAZ (V.0
You woul d probably not recognize
me. My head is shaved and shiny
like a cue ball, but it’'s the sane
for everybody. The maneuvers that
we practice have already started to

scul pt ny body. | amsure |I have

| ost a few flabby pounds and put on
a few nuscles ... no thanks to the
food, which is "ness-hall" horrid.

| mss the veal piccata at
Kenol|l's; but nore than that, |
m ss you.

| NT. FORT LEONARD WOOD / RECRU T QUARTERS - NI GHT

It’s the dead of the night. The recruits are sl eeping,
except Chaz, who is witing a letter with his Waternan pen.

CHAZ (V.0
However, | know | amin the right
place. | am proud to be here and

feel a sense of honor and duty I
coul d only imgi ne weeks ago.

Pl ease don’t worry about ne. As
promsed, | will wite you often
with the magnificent fountain pen
you gave me. Hopefully, ny
penmanship will get better with
each letter. Meanwhile, keep
smling. Wen | close ny eyes, |
can see your face, and it nmakes ne
happy. Your |oving son, Chaz.
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EXT. US M LI TARY BASE - DAY

A mx of old and first-tine soldiers stand listening to
their commander as he talks in nute.

SUPERI MPCSE: | TALY.

CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom | have landed in Italy
and am feeling quite cosnopolitan.
What a beautiful, but war-torn
country. | have been assigned to a
troop that is a fair mx of
seasoned regulars and a few
first-tinmers |ike nyself. They
treat ne well and nake ne feel |ike
a val uabl e nenber of the team

| NT. NEI GHBOCRHOCD - DAY

In a war-torn nei ghborhood. Sol diers are cautiously marching
t hrough. Each soldier holds a gun. Chaz is one of them

CHAZ (V.0
By day, we try to gain a few mles
in our march northward. W rarely
run into gunfire, perhaps because
we are very careful to clear up to
thirty mles for any possible
enemes. So far, | have not heard a
singl e shot. However, rest assured,
| am al ways prepared to hear one
and defend nysel f.

I NT. LUCY' S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Lucy sits at the dining table. She is relaxing after dinner,
reading Chaz’s letter.

CHAZ (V.0
In St. Louis, | hope you are
hearing that we are "w nning" the
war. | feel that, but | don't know
whether it is just our
spirit-building cheer. 1’1l be
honest. Most of ny fellow soldiers
think it’s going our way. Al of
them feel we are fighting the just,
ri ght eous cause. Consequently, we
all feel like heroes. It’s a good
feeling ... even when we get

( MORE)
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CHAZ (V.O (cont’d)
lonely. Al ny fellow soldiers do.
Al of them have fam |y back
hone. ..whether it’s Maryl and,
Ceorgi a, Arkansas, Col orado, or
M ssouri .

EXT. M LITARY CAMP - N GHT

Chaz and the rest of the soldiers are resting around a
canpfire. A young sol dier discusses inaudibly with Chaz.

CHAZ (V.0
As | wite this letter, nmy friend
Marc Cbie asked me to say hi to you
fromhim | asked himto say hi to
his nother fromnme. That’s the
power of being part of a conpany of
nore than one man. But there is
only one nom And | want you to
know that you are the best one |
coul d ever dream of having. Be
brave. Keep the faith. Your |oving
son, Chaz.

EXT. STREETS OF ROME - DAY

Chaz and the rest of the soldiers are marching through the
war-torn streets. They are all cautious with their guns in
pl ace to shoot any inpendi ng eneny.

CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom over the past week, we
| i berated Rome. CQur air
intelligence led us to believe that
the eneny was in retreat.
Fortunately, that was true. W
mar ched across the Italian fields
and occasionally encountered sone
abandoned trenches, but no weaponry
or gunfire. Even so, we are very
careful .

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

It is buzzing. Chaz and sone troop nenbers are enjoying
bowl s of spaghetti. O her troop nenbers dance wi th beauti ful
young girls. The rest of the troop nenbers drink and
socialize wth the | ocals.
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CHAZ (V. O
By the time we reached Rone, we all
felt safe. What a stunning city.
And as beautiful as the buil dings
are, the wonen are even nore
beautiful. Sono Bella! W all
enj oyed bow s of spaghetti tonight
in the city. I nust say that the
t ownspeopl e, despite bei ng under
Mossolini’s thunb for decades, have
treated us as conquering heroes.

I NT. LUCY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Lucy sits in her bed intently reading a letter from Chaz.
The | ook on her face shows how much she m sses her son.

CHAZ (V.0
We all danced in the streets for
hours. Fun! |’ m sure that tonorrow,
it will be back to grind ... but
toni ght, everyone in the troop
feels very happy. | hope you are
enjoying the sunmer. | think of you
every day and m ss you.

Lucy holds the letter in an enbrace.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D
Your | oving son, Chaz.

EXT. FIELD - N GHT

Chaz and the soldiers are canping for the night. Mst of the
soldier are asleep. A few soldiers gaze into the canpfire.
Chaz is busy witing a letter.

CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom | shot a man today. |
tell you this not to brag or inply
in any way that this nay sonehow be
a pivotal turning point in the war.
After the casualties of Nornandy,
my incident is just a blip in the
grand schene of things. However, |
do tell you this for two reasons: |
have such a good, honest
relati onship with you, and am not
afraid to share ny secrets.

Chaz stares blankly at the lowy burning fire.
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CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
Also, | don’'t want you to worry
about nme (and I know you worry
every day). If nothing else, this
proves that your son is an
abl e-bodi ed sol dier who is nore
t han capabl e of defendi ng hinself.
Let nme explain the circunstances of
t he event. ..

EXT. WOODS - DAY

In a vast field. Several abandoned trenches can be seen. No
sign of soldiers.

Chaz and the troop are cautiously marching through the
field. Their guns are in place to shoot any eneny sol di er
that shows up. Their eyes scan the perineter for any sign of
life.

CHAZ (V.0
Havi ng secured Rone (and thoroughly
enj oyed our celebration in town),
our troops were replenished to hold
on to that city and push nort hward
into nore hostile territory.
Somewhere up there, Missolini stil
survives. | was part of this
m ssion, along with dozens of other
sol diers. Every hundred yards or
so, we would run into another
abandoned trench, but approach

cautiously ... just to nmake sure
there were no enenmes in the
bushes.

Chaz and the troop successfully cross one trench, and head
toward anot her.

The LI EUTENANT gestures to sone soldiers to head left and
right. The soldiers do as instructed.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
After about a mle of this
maneuver, we agai n approached
anot her clearing. W sent a few
soldiers to the left and right just
to make sure we were not wal ki ng
into an anbush

One of the soldiers on the left begins to wave his hand in
the air.
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CHAZ (V. O (CONT' D)
The guy on the left waved
ferociously, signaling trouble.

The Italian soldiers rise out of a hidden trench, with their
rifles ready to shoot. Chaz and sone soldiers see them

Chaz ains at the eneny soldier in the mddle and takes him
out with one shot. The other two eneny soldiers are taken by
ot her sol diers.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
Al nost immedi ately, three Italian
sol diers rose out of the hidden
trench, with their rifles ready to
fire. Afew of us saw them and
ained inretaliation. | ainmed at
the guy in the mddle. One shot and
| saw hi mi medi ately,
lifelessly slunp down back into
t he trench.

Chaz and the soldiers continue to shoot toward the trenches.
W see a few eneny soldiers scurry for the hills.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D
Along with ny fellow soldier, I
took a few other shots. In the end,
| know all three adversaries
di sappeared bel ow the |ine.
Meanwhi | e, we saw about six other
enem es scurry for the hills.
Retreat. Retreat. Retreat.

I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Lucy is standing with a letter in her one hand, and gaggi ng
her mouth with the other hand. A tear rolls down her cheek.

CHAZ (V.0
After a few m nutes of silence, our
sergeant clained victory and
advi sed us to wal k back to Rone and
gai n reinforcenents. Consequently,
| never actually wi tnessed the dead
bodies in the trench (and I am
thankful that | didn’t). However, |
did see the effect of my bullet.
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I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

Lucy is having dinner at the dining table. She reads Chaz’s
letter as she eats.

CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom | was pronoted today.
From now on, you nust address your
letters to Corporal Charles Conner,
USA. (La-di-dah!) | guess they
appreciate ne in the US Arny.

Lucy beans a snmle amd the worry that is evident on her
face.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
Consequently, | will be asked to
inspire and keep twenty enli stees
safe fromthe dangers of war. Not
an easy task, given the dangers of
this ugly conflict. I amnot sure
amready for this responsibility,
but | assume ny commandi ng officers
think I am..

EXT. LUCY' S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Lucy is standing by the nmail box, retrieving sone mail from

t he box. She heads for the front door with the mail in her
hand.
CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mbm guess what? Along with ny
squad. | have just been transferred

to Sout hern France.

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET - DAY

Chaz and his squad are marching down the quiet street. The
soldiers admre the beautiful buildings on the street.

SUPERI MPCSE: Ni ce, France.

CHAZ (V.0
We all took a boat to Nice and are
now on the march northward. | nust

say admt that the Riviera is about
as pretty as any place | have ever
imagined. Yes, | love Italy ... but

( MORE)



36.

CHAZ (V.O (cont’d)
this country is breathtaking.
However, ny sergeant warned us: it
is not that pretty after a day or
two of wal ki ng through the
nmount ai ns and hearing the Gernman
gunfire...

| NT. LUCY’ S LI VING ROOM - MORNI NG
Lucy sits on the sofa reading Chaz's letter.

CHAZ (V.0
| have passed this caution on to ny
squad and have practiced extra
maneuvers with these young nen. My
maj or goal is to | eave no man
behi nd.

Lucy snil es.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
| have tried to instill in them
that we nust protect ourselves...at
all costs. | think | ama pretty
good | eader of these soldiers.

Lucy’ s sm | e broadens even nore.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT' D)
Qoviously, | learned ny | essons
fromthe master: Lucy Conner. |
think of you every day. Pl ease,

pl ease, please ... do not worry
about nme. | have fifteen guys to
protect me. Au revoir. Your |oving
son, Chaz.

EXT. STREET - DAY

A group of French and Anerican soldiers are celebrating in
the center of the street with wines. Chaz is one of the
soldiers. He sits in a corner happily witing a letter with
hi s fountain pen.

SUPERI MPCSE: Pari s.

Several locals including beautiful young wonen watch from
t he street side.
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CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom wth the French free
forces and united Allies, we have
secured the city of Paris. Ww The
Cermans have evacuated the city and
noved a few mles north, |eaving
the Gty of Lights to the good
guys. What food! Wat
amazi ng-1 ooki ng wonen! Ooh la |a.
W intend to have a night of
cel ebration and then chase the
eneny into subm ssion.

A sol di er approaches Chaz and hands hima glass of w ne. He
chuckl es as he takes the gl ass.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D)
Wai t, soneone poured ne anot her
gl ass of wine! | have to get back
to the bon vivant. | mss you. Your
| ovi ng son, Chaz.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Chaz and his squad are taking refuge in the trenches in the
woods. They lie in wait for eneny soldiers.

CHAZ (V.0
Dear Mom bad news. | have been
injured. | have thought about how

to get to the point of that
sentence for hours, and have
finally decided that truth is the
best answer.

CUT TGO

I NT. LUCY' S KI TCHEN - DAY

Lucy sits at the dining table in the kitchen with the letter
in her hand. Tears roll down her cheeks.

CHAZ (V. O
The good news is: | wll survive
(maybe with a linp). Let ne
explain. W noved ten nore mles
nort hward above Pari s.
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BACK TO WOODS

Chaz and his squad remain in their positions in the
trenches.

Suddenly, there is gunfire by eneny forces... It's a
crossfire between Chaz’ s squad and the enem es.
CHAZ (V. O

Suddenly, there was gunfire. Mre
devastating, it was a crossfire. W
had dug trenches, but the bad guys
were on the sidelines and | obbed
grenades toward us.

The eneny soldiers begin to | ob grenades at Chaz and his
squad. Two of the American soldiers are hit by a grenade
resulting in instant death.

CHAZ (V. O (CONT D
Unfortunately, two of ny nen | ost
their lives...one from U ah, one
fromMaryland. My grief about their
| oss has consunmed ne for the past
two days. | intend to wite a
letter to their parents about what
wonder ful nen they were. But first,
| wanted to wite you

A grenade | ands beside Chaz. He quickly junps onit, and it
expl odes on his right leg. He falls to the ground scream ng
in pain inaudibly.

CHAZ (V. O
In the mdst of battle, | junped on
a grenade. It exploded on ny right
|l eg. Evidently, | have shrapnel up
to nmy right thigh.

| NT. HOSPI TAL / WARD - DAY

Injured soldiers are being tended to by young beauti ful
nurses. Chaz lies in one of the beds, with his right |eg
bandaged.

CHAZ (V.0
| think I'll have a few operations
over the next couple of weeks. 1’11
probably end up with scar
tissue...so there goes ny chance to
be M. America. Fortunately, the
site of the explosion was not too

( MORE)
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CHAZ (V.O (cont’d)
many mles fromthe Paris
hospitals, which are quite good.
The nurses are treating ne well and
are a treat for ny eyes.

I NT. LUCY' S KI TCHEN - DAY

Tears stream down Lucy’s cheeks as she continues to read the
letter.

CHAZ (V.0
| can only inmagi ne how worried you
are. Don’'t be. There are soldiers
here in far worse condition than
me. | will heal. I will walk again.
However, this will probably end ny
stint inthe arnmy. I amtold that
an injury such as mne normally
results in an honorabl e discharge
since the infantry doesn’t need nen
in crutches (and that’'s probably
what | wll require for at | east

six nonths). At sone point, | wll
better understand the next steps. |
assume | will be honme by Chri stnmas

and | ook forward to seeing you.

Your | oving son, Chaz.
I NT. LUCY' S HOUSE / CHAZ' S ROOM - DAY
Chaz lies in bed. He is holding a notebook to his face.
| NSERT: NOTEBOOK
"Tonorrow Forward"” is witten ten tinmes in the notebook.
He puts the book down and | ooks toward the door. He can see
Lucy meking lunch in the kitchen.
| NT. KITCHEN - SAME

Lucy is making scranbl ed eggs. She is nore cheerful than the
| ast tine we saw her.

CHAZ (O S)

Can | join you in the kitchen in
about ten m nutes?

Lucy snil es.
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LUCY
Can you meke it eight mnutes? The
scranbl ed eggs will be perfect by
t hen.

BACK TO CHAZ' S ROOM
Chaz hel ps hinself up on the bed.

CHAZ
Ei ght minutes it is.

Chaz begins to put on his straight |leg brace. He awkwardly
crutches hinself slowy toward the kitchen.

BACK TO KI TCHEN

Lucy turns off the cooker and takes the frying pan off it.
Chaz shows up in the door way, then clonps toward the
ki tchen table.

Chaz wi nks at Lucy as he slowy approaches the table.

CHAZ
That snells great. | wish | could
hel p you cook.

Lucy smles as Chaz continues to slowy draw closer to the
t abl e.

LUCY
It’s enough reward to just be able
to share a lunch with you

Lucy puts sone sustenance on each of the two plates on the
t abl e.

Lucy and Chaz sit at the table.

LUCY (CONT' D)
Have you read the papers? It |ooks
like Germany is in total retreat.

CHAZ
Yep. Read it all.

Chaz digs into his softly scranbl ed eggs.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| just hope ny guys are all safe.
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LUCY
They have to thank you for their
lives.

CHAZ

Some of them Sone are now gone.

Chaz takes another bite of his brunch and shakes his head
sadl y.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
(softly)
They all had famlies.

The nother and son go silent for a nmonment. Lucy reaches for
Chaz’ s hand.

LUCY
Honey, a war like this one affects
everyone. But | thank God every day
t hat you have cone back with four
i nbs and a sound m nd.

CHAZ

(chuckl es)
|’ m not sure about four linbs. |I’ve
got to get back on ny own two feet.
This lying in bed thing is driving

me nuts. | wonder if you could help
nme get to the VA hospital for
t her apy.

LUCY

Let’s do it. When?

I NT. LUCY'S KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Lucy is sitting at the dining table ready to have dinners. A
nmeal of roasted chicken and potatoes are on the table.

SUPERI MPOSE: Mont hs | ater.

Chaz wal ks in wthout the help of a clutches. He sits joins
his nother at the table.

LUCY
You have two letters in the mail
One fromthe US Arny and the other
formM zzou.

Lucy hands Chaz the two letters. He keeps them beside his
pl ate, then helps hinself to some roasted chicken and
pot at oes.
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CHAZ
It | ooks delicious, Mm
LUCY
O course, it's delicious. | made

it with thyne and | enon, but read
the letters.

Chaz opens the letter fromthe US Arny.
CLOSE ON: The letter
The first word in the letter is "congratul ations."

Chaz scans through the one page letter. A sense of pride
radi ates on his face.

LUCY
Yes? Do tell.

CHAZ
Ww, | was awarded the Purple Heart
for my actions in France.

Lucy quickly bounds across the table and gives hima huge
hug.

LUCY
| am so, so proud of you

A tear escapes fromLucy’'s eye and rolls down her cheek.

CHAZ
(hunbl y)
It’s a nice honor.

LUCY
lt’'s deserved.

Lucy noves back to her seat. She stares at her son with a
smle on her face.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
You are the best son a nom coul d
ever have. And the bravest. Read
t he next one.

Chaz takes another bite of his chicken and takes a few
seconds to stare at the second letter.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
OQpen it up.

Chaz sighs, cleans off his knife and opens the letter.
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CLOSE ON: The letter
The first line of the letter reads "congratul ations."
Chaz | ooks up at Lucy, who stares at himwth curiosity.

CHAZ
Mom you knowwith G Bill, | could
attend a topflight university with
a financial burden.

LUCY
Yes, we tal ked about this. But you
need to figure out what you want to
do with the rest of your life.
Renenber? So you coul d maybe go to
St. Louis University ... or
Washi ngton U

Chaz holds the letter up, showing it to Lucy.

CHAZ
O M ssouri University.

LUCY
(quietly)

It’s so far.
CHAZ

It’s not that far. And they have
the best journalismschool in the
country. Hands down.

Lucy drops her knife and fork, staring at Chaz in surprise.

LUCY
Jour nal i sn??

Chaz reaches in his shirt pocket and pulls out an old gift
fromhis nother...it’s Waterman pen.

CHAZ
Your instinct was one hundred
perecnt correct. | like to wite.
And M zzou has the best journalism
school in the country.

LUCY
You think you can do it that well
to conpete with the best in the
country?
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CHAZ
| think I have the curiosity and
the talent for that. And you do
too. Gt herw se, you would have
never given ne this fountain pen
and encouraged ne to put sentences
t oget her.

Lucy sighs in defeat.

LUCY
When?

CHAZ
The senester starts in Septenber.

Chaz shrugs apol ogetically. Sadness wrinkles Lucy' s face.

LUCY
So soon. | wsh it weren't so
sudden, so | could enjoy your
conpany every day.

CHAZ
| know. But | think | nmay do well
inthis field. | think it my be ny
calling. And | think I will nake
you very proud to call ne your son

LUCY
| already feel that.

Sl ow y, Lucy pushes her chair back and wal ks over to Chaz.
She hugs himas tears wells up in her eyes.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
| am so very, very proud of you

SCREEN TO BLACK

AS A FRESHVAN, CHARLES CONNER BEGAN TO WRI TE FOR THE
COLUMBI A M SSOURI AN, WHI CH WAS PUBLI SHED BY THE UNI VERSI TY
FOR LOCAL AND NATI ONAL STORIES, OPI NI QN, SPORTS, ARTS,

LI FESTYLE

HE WAS ALSO G VEN THE OCCASI ONAL RESPONSI BI LI TY OF COVERI NG
THE LOCAL CI TY-COUNCI L MEETI NGS AND FI LI NG A REPORT.

IN H'S SECOND, HE WENT ON TO JO N PI KAPPA PI FRATERNI TY AND
BECAVE THE ASSI STANT OF THE M SSOURI COLUMBI A.
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I NT. PARTY HALL - NI GHT

A m x of young nen and wonen are swaying to the loud party
music. Others stand on the sides socializing. Chaz is anong
the latter.

LEAH CARM CHAEL (18) is a bystander in the party. She
dazzles in a gown.

CHAZ (O O
VWw, you | ook amazi ng tonight.

Leah turns to find Chaz standing beside her. She snmles.

LEAH
You're the witer.

Chaz is struck by Leah’s hazel eyes.

LEAH ( CONT’ D)

You know, | really loved that piece
you wote on the Jimry Stewart’s
novi e.

Leah continues to talk inaudibly. Chaz is zoned out, his
eyes shuttl es between her eyes and |ips.

FADE.

I NT. LUCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

The front door opens. Chaz cones in carry his box in one
hand. He cl oses the door.

CHAZ
Mom

Chaz drops his box to the floor as Lucy skips into the
living. The nother and son enbraces each ot her.

LUCY
You | ook great. You | ook happy.

CHAZ
| amvery, very happy to be hone.
|”ve got a plan for the next twelve
weeks.

Chaz pulls his nother to the sofa and they both sit.
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CHAZ (CONT' D)
| say that once a week, we go out
to dinner and just shoot the breeze
Wi t hout you having to prepare a
meal, or ne needing to dry the

di shes.

LUCY
Yeah, but | like to cook neals for
you.

CHAZ

And you’' re damm good at it. So you
get to do it six nights a week, and
| get the thrill of drying those

di shes six nights a week. But on
one night a week, it’s like we're
on a nomson 'date.’ Not in a
"date-like way. Are you ganme?

Lucy smles.

LUCY
That woul d be fun. As long as we
don’t bl ow our whol e budget on the
bi ggest restaurants in town.

CHAZ
No, a bunch of local dives ... and
at | east once at Kenoll's.

LUCY
Deal .

I NT. SANTORUM S Pl ZZA PARLOR - NI GHT

Col | ege students fill the restaurant, sitting in groups at
different tables. Lucy and Chaz share a table.

Lucy gl ances around the room staring at the different faces
dining at each tables. She then returns her gaze to Chaz.

LUCY
Do they | ook |ike your roommates?
Are the wonmen across this
restaurant as attractive as all the
beauti ful young wonen in your life?

Chaz is surprised.



CHAZ
No. And no.
(1 ow tone)
Vell this is going to be
chal | engi ng.

Lucy gives hima "what are you tal king about?" | ook.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
When was your | ast date? How was

it? Do you still teach dancing? Do
you ever meet a person you want to
squeeze?

Lucy is anused. She takes a sip of her budwei ser.

LUCY
Never. Not applicable. Yes. Not
yet.

CHAZ

| am assumi ng from your |ast answer
that you may be open to a new
rel ati onshi p.

Lucy takes a nonent, pondering her response.

LUCY
Quite honestly, | have not been
| ooki ng. Maybe | should. | don’t
know. | wouldn’t even know where to
begi n.

CHAZ
Yeah, well, you are still a
fantastic-1ooking woman ... and a

great catch.

Sur prised, Lucy w nces.

LUCY
Yi kes... wow... oh boy.

CHAZ
| don’t want to nake you
unconfortable. | just want to

under stand your head better.

LUCY
My head? |Is that jargon at college?
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CHAZ
Yeah, sort of ... Mom | just want
to know you better. And this
spring, | thought of all these
questions | had for you. Like al
my journalisminterviews, | put
themon 3x5 cards. It’s just so |
know how to stay on the topic. |

wite the subject down ... and we
can neander any way and anywhere
after that.

Chaz reaches in his pocket and pulls out an index card. He
hands his nother the first card..

Lucy glances at the card... It reads "Do you date?"

LUCY
Didn't we just cover that topic?

CHAZ
Yeah. So it was just an exanple. A
short trial run.

LUCY
This is really theway you conduct a
journalistic interview?

CHAZ
Sonetinmes... Sonmetines i |like the
el ement of surprise. But with ny
own dear nom | thought that m ght
be a little too tricky ... sol’'d
rat her be up-front about the topic
on nmy mind. Do you m nd?

Lucy | ooks back at the card.
LUCY
That was a pretty good question.
Are your other ones as good?

CHAZ
Maybe better.

The nother and son pause for a brief noment. Lucy w nks at
Chaz.

LUCY
This could be fun.

Chaz beans a broad snmile. The duo continues in nute.
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SNAPSHOTS: CHAZ AND LUCY’ S DI NNER DATES AT RIVER CI TY GRILL,
MOOKI 'S BAR-B-Q ABI GAI L' S COOKERY, AND BLUEBERRY HI LL.

| NT. BALIBAN' S - NI GHT

A hip restaurant. Custoners dine at different tables. Chaz
and Lucy sit at a table.

Chaz drops a 3x5 card in the mddle of the table. The card
reads "Subject: CGender inequality.”

LUCY
Hol y nol ey.

Lucy | aughs out | oud.

LUCY (CONT' D)
Are we going to be here for the
next ten hours?

Lucy looks to the waiter, waiting at their table.

LUCY ( CONT’ D)
Per haps a bottl e of Chardonnay.

TI ME CUT:

Chaz and Lucy have enjoyed their first glasses of the w ne
standi ng beside the 3x5 card on the table.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
We change the diapers. W push you
to school. W ask to see your
homewor k. W share your success. W
are crushed by your failures. W
are forever in your corner.

I NT. THE HILL - N GHT

Chaz pulls out the chair for his nother, she seats. Chaz
settles on the chair across fromhis nother. He places his
3x5 card face-down in the mddle of the table.

Lucy waits in curosity to see what the topic will be, while
Chaz finger druns on the table. He finally turns the card
over... It reads "Love."

Lucy picks up the card and smles.



50.

LUCY
Love? It's a pretty broad topic.
Care to limt it just a tad?

CHAZ
Yeah. How do you know?

Lucy beans another smle.

LUCY
Ww, that’s a doozy of a question.

Lucy takes a sip of her water and | ooks up at the ceiling
briefly.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
The honest answer is this. You
don’t know. O herw se, every
rel ati onship would work out
perfectly. It’s not science. It’'s
just instinct.

CHAZ
Ri ght, but sone rel ationships
definitely work out better than
ot hers. Just |uck?

LUCY
No.

Lucy invites the waiter over to the table. The waiter wal ks
over to the table.

LUCY ( CONT’ D)
| want sone toasted ravioli and
chi cken Caesar sal ad.

CHAZ
"1l go with the scanpi ... also
bring two gl asses of Pinot Gigio.

TI ME CUT:
ONE HOUR LATER
Chaz and Lucy are done their meals and enjoy their w nes.
LUCY
| think part of the secret is that

sacrifice is not viewed as burden.
It’s just what you want to do.
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CHAZ
And ar gunents?

LUCY
Di sagreenents are K. Ot herw se one
begins to hold a grudge because you
can’t come cl ean

Chaz nods in agreenent.

CHAZ
Contri buti ons?

LUCY
It doesn’t have to be fifty-fifty
... aslong as it feels close to
that w thout taking out a slide
rul e.

CHAZ
What’ s your biggest advice?

LUCY
My bi ggest advice though is to not
conpletely | ose yourself or be
consuned by the other person.

Lucy takes out a paper napkin from her purse. She draws a

Venn di agram consisting of two intersecting circles, with

simlar areas on the left, the right, and the shared space
in the center.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
(illustrating with her
dr awi ng)
Let’s say that’'s you. and that’s
her.

Lucy points to the center of the draw ng.
LUCY ( CONT’ D)

And let’s call that "we.’ If
there’s not enough on the left or

the right ... the right or the left
will lose interest. Understand?
CHAZ
(chuckl i ng)
| want to take notes.
LUCY
No, no, no ... you already know it

i n your bones.
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Lucy takes a sip of her white wi ne. She assesses Chaz' s face
as he grins fromear to ear.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
But why do you raise this? Is it
because you’ re wondering about
Leah? ... whom | know you call at
| east a few tines a week?

Chaz is surprised.

CHAZ
You don’t_llsten to our
conversations?

LUCY
O course | don't listen to your
private tel ephone calls. But | know
you care about this girl.
O herwi se, you wouldn’t call her so
frequently. My last three pieces of
advice: Don't rush it. As college
students, neither one of you are
conpletely free. You both have
studi es and degrees to pursue. No.
2: Call her tonight. Let her know
you had a great conversation with
your not her about Leah- Chaz
rel ati onshi p. Nothing nakes a girl
fall nore in love with a guy than
knowi ng the he is nore than wlling
to bring her up to his nother. No.
3: Enjoy every mnute, and don’t
overthink it.

Happily, Chaz blows a kiss to Lucy.

LUCY
| like this gane. Wat’'s next week?
Don't tell nme. Sex? Chances are,
will not be so forthcom ng.

CHAZ
No, it might be nore revealing and
nore enlightening than a di scussion
about that.
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I NT. KEMOLL' S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

The restaurant is buzzing with diners. Chaz and Lucy are
seated at a table. They both stare at each other with a
sense of curosity.

SUPERI MPOSE: Last Di nner Dat e.

Chaz steals a glance at the 3x5 card in his shirt pocket. He
returns his gaze to his nother.

CHAZ
Are you up for this?

LUCY
Go for it.

Chaz places the card on the center of the table. It reads
"My history". He flips the card over revealing the topic to
be discussed... "My dad."

Lucy |l ooks at the card for second in astoni shment. She
expels a long sad sigh, and nods to Chaz.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
Maybe we should order first because
this will take a while.

Chaz nods in agreenent.

CHAZ
Monbo, you raised ne. Wthout you,
| woul d be nothing. However, | just
want to know what happened. | want
to know why ny dad was never
around. | want to know why it fel

upon you to be the nost anmazi ng
heroi ne of the famly.

Lucy | ets out anot her sigh.

LUCY
Your father was perhaps the nost
talented singer | ever net. He
could sing with any ragtinme band in
the country. Raves. Standing
ovati ons.

Chaz subconsciously beans a snile.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
He would gladly work eighty hours a
week in the St. Louis clubs and the

( MORE)



LUCY (CONT' D) (cont’d)
river crui ses. He was handsone, and
an amazi ng | over.

Lucy scoffs.

TI ME CUT:

Lucy is slowy picking on her nmeal of ’osso buco.
Chaz makes do with ’chicken scarpariello.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
Loui s Arnstrong, Duke Ellington,
and other |um naries wanted your
father in their bands. He was that
good.
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Wi | e
Two gl asses of

white wi ne stand beside the plates of the nother and son.

Lucy reaches toward her

LUCY ( CONT' D)
Your father |loved ne, and ... at
the tine ... envisioned that we
woul d be together until we were in
our eighties.

wel ling up in her eye.

LUCY ( CONT' D)
However, he called it quits.
Consequently, | have tried ny best
to raise you to be strong ... and
ri se above adversity.

Chaz swal l ows a | unp.

CHAZ
Tell me about the adversity.

Lucy shakes her head with sadly.

LUCY
He could sing a grand song. But
that was his one talent. Yep, it
was an anmazing talent. He was a
newsworthy star. An awe-inspiring
headl i ner. But, despite his ability
to enchant people with song, he
coul d not react to changing tines.

CHAZ
(softly)
And so he killed hinself ... and
gave up on ne?

napki n and wi pes away the tears
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LUCY
It wasn’t ained at you. to be
perfectly honest, your father was
in such a personal tailspin at the
time, | don’'t think he wasn’'t
t hi nki ng about you ... or ne.

Chaz takes a nonent processing his thoughts.

LUCY ( CONT’' D)
"1l tell you this. Your dad would
be very, very proud of all your
achi evenents. |’msure of that.

CHAZ
You think so?

LUCY
Absol utely. Now let’s get out of
here. | have a bunch of photos of
your dad in a shoebox sonewhere in
my closet. If you want, I’'Il go
over themw th you back hone.

I NT. LUCY' S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Lucy and Chaz are sitting on the sofa. Chaz rests his head
on his nother’s shoul der as they go over black-and-white
fam |y pictures.

A few of the pictures show young Chaz and his father on the
porch, the backyard, in a park, and nore..

After a whiles, Chaz yawns and ki sses his nother on the
f or ehead.

CHAZ
Mom |'m so thankful |’ve had you
all these years. You' re not just a
not her, but also a father. And nore
than that, you are a best friend.
coul d not have gotten | uckier than
to have you in ny life.

Lucy quietly smles. Chaz stands up and heads for his room
FADE TO BLACK

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: I'N 1949, CHAZ CONNER WAS NAMED EDI TOR
IN CH EF OF THE COLUMBI A M SSOURI AN.
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| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Chaz is heading the neeting with his Col unbia M ssour

staff. Qther attendees are: M TCH KENDALL (sports editor).
CAROL YOUNG (arts and leisure editor). ANDY MOONEY
(front-page and editorial head). GERRY LEI TZES (adverti sing

director).

CHAZ
Don’t worry. | don’t intend to
abuse this privilege. Maybe two or
three tines a year.

Chaz’s staff give a thunbs-up.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
(chuckl i ng)

Besides | don't think you' d Iike
working here if | turned into sone
corner-office, |edger-sheet grunt
who has no passion for the craft of
journalism There’' Il be plenty of
time for that when we enter the
real world of big-city newspaper

The listening staff smle.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| intend to take advantage of our
uni que advantages. Here’'s the idea
for starters. | want all our
illustrous alumni to have the
chance to editorialize in The
Col unbi an. Put nore explicity, |
want to invite themto wite in a
colum I will call The Col unbi an
Alum ni Corner. Here's a partia
list just to get us going.

Chaz pass a printed Iist to each of the staff. He studies
their faces as they go through it. He senses sone nonentum

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| would |ike each of you to come up
with a half dozen names and topics
that m ght hold our readers’
interest ... or perhaps even win
sonme awar ds

ANDY
That’ s a great idea.
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CHAZ
And that brings me to nmy next
priority: | want the Colunbia
Mossourian to be recogni zed,
awar ded, and quoted newspaper of
our size in Anerica. | amaquite
serious. | want us to win the
Nati onal Peacenaker Award, which
goes to the best coll ege newspaper
in Anerica ... and perhaps even a
Pulitzer Prize. Let’s think big.

The staff appl aud.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
W will all gain advantages from
t hese accol ades, and we nay even
becone better journalists in the
process.

The staff nod in agreenent, applaudi ng once nore.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: CHAZ CONNER S TORE | NTO THE SOUTH
AFRI CAN MOVEMENT THAT HAD JUST | NSTI TUTI ONALLY CODI FI ED
PREJUDI CE AGAI NST BLACKS IN A ONE THOUSAND ESSAY TI TLED
"WHAT' S SO BAD ABOUT APARTHEI D?"

CHAZ CONNER VEENT ON TO DECRY THE SEGREGATI ON I N THE US

M LI TARY, THE SANCTI ONI NG OF "WH TE ONLY" JOBS, THE BAN ON

| NTERRACI AL MARRI AGE, AND THE POLI CE STATE THAT WAS REQUI RED
TO ENFORCE SUCH STRUCTURES.

| NT. MOSSOURI COLUMBI A PRESS HOUSE / CHAZ' S OFFI CE - DAY

Chaz sits at his desk reading a letter. The cherrful | ook on
his face tells us he is enjoying the read.

| NSERT: LETTER
The letter is from BART GRI MES.

BART GRI MES

(letter)
| was inpressed. Conpared to nost
col | ege essays, this one has depth,
facts, and enotion. Sonetine, |
woul d like to neet you if you are
ever in Chicago. W al ways need
good people at the Trib. Keep in
t ouch.

Del i ghted, Chaz nods his head in excitenent.
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TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN. THE M SSOURI COLUMBI AN WAS AWARDED THE
NATI ONAL PEACEMAKER AWARD.

INT. CHAZ /| LEAH S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Leah and Chaz are sitting on the sofa. They are enjoying
each ot her’s conpany.

LEAH
Do you think it would be OK to
invite ny nother and father to this
thing? It would be a nice way for
themto neet you ... and it m ght
make for a fun weekend.

CHAZ
| Iike that idea.

Chaz gives her a big hug.

LEAH
Your not her has to cone.

CHAZ
O course, she does.

CHAZ / LEAH S LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Chaz sits on the couch holding the tel ephone receiver to his
ear. He is on the phone with Lucy.

CHAZ
Mom | can’'t work thirty-five to
forty hours a week running a
newspaper and take fifteen credit
hours. It’s inpossible. But this
will help denonstrate to you that
it’s all worthwhile. Leah will be
there. So wll her nomand dad. And
| " m supposed to give a speech. You
gotta be there.

LUCY (V.0
Can't wait.
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I NT. TIGER HOTEL EVEN HALL - NI GHT

Students, lecturers, and guests sit at different tables.
Chaz is on stage giving his speech. He holds the plaque of
the "National Peacemaker Award" in one hand.

Leah sits with her parents at a table. While Lucy happily
wat ches her Chaz and his teanis table.

CHAZ
Thank you to every staff that has
been a part of this journey.
However, ny greatest thanks goes to
that [ ovely woman at ny table.

Lucy beans a snile.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Mom woul d you pl ease stand up?

All eyes turn to Lucy as she slowy stands up. The attendees
appl aud her.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Her nane is Lucy Conner, and she
raised me fromscratch ... through
thick and thin ... and al ways said

"do something great with your

mnd.’” VWien | joined the arny, she
even gave ne a rem nder, which
carry with nme every day. It’'s a
Wat er man pen, bought through weekly
savi ngs when we had none. And she
said "Wite. Wite. Wite. You have
it in you.’” Everyone on staff has
it inthem... and that’s why we
won this prestigious award. | woul d
like to congratulate our entire
staff and ny nother. You are the
best in the business.

The attendees stand to their feet, clapping.
TI ME CUT.
LATER.

Chaz is speaking with a sone attendees. Leah |eads her
parent, MR and MRS. CARM CHAEL, to Chaz.

The coupl e shakes Chaz’s hand |ike |ongtine neighbors. Chaz
is happy to neet them
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CHAZ
|’mso glad to finally neet you
t wo.

MR CARM CHAEL
|’ve heard a mllion speeches at
t hese honorific dinners, but that’s
as good as it gets.

MRS. CARM CHAEL
| like the fact that you sal uted
your not her.

MR. CARM CHAEL
Exactly.

CHAZ
Thank you.

MRS. CARM CHAEL
And let’s have dinner with your nom
t onor r ow.

MR. CARM CHAEL
Exactly.

TI ME CUT:

Leah and Chaz are standing with Lucy. There is a broad snmle
on the faces of the trio.

LEAH
My nane is Leah Carm chael. | know
your son, but not as well or as
wonderfully as you know him

Lucy is speechless. She just leans into Lean and gives her a
ki ss on each cheek.

LEAH ( CONT' D)
| have heard a mllion wonderful
t hi ngs about you. And | so | ook
forward to knowi ng you better.

Lucy nods with an enotional smle.
LUCY
| ook forward to know ng you
better too.

TI ME CUT:
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Lucy and Chaz are seated next to each other at Chaz’'s table.
They watch on as the band group readi es thenselves for a
per f ormance on stage.

Lucy smles at her son.

LUCY ( CONT’ D)
| approve. She’s a wonderful young
wonan.

Chaz smles broadly.
The band begins to play "Sunshine Serenade."

Chaz takes her nother’s hand and | eads her to the open
fl oor. They dance |i ke pros.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: CHAZ CONNER LANDED A POSI TI ON AT THE
CHI CAGO TRI BUNE, WORKI NG UNDER HI S MENTOR, BART GRI MES.

LEAH CARM CHAEL GAI NED AN ENTRY-LEVEL JOB AS A H GH SCHOOL
COUNSELOR AT THE LATIN SCHOOL, A PRESTI G QUS, UPPER- CRUST
PRI VATE | NSTI TUTI ON I N THE LI NCOLN PARK AREA. SHE WORKED AS
A DUAL PSYCHOLOGY/ EDUCATI ON GRAD

| NT. AMBASSADOR EAST HOTEL / BAR - NI GHT
Chaz and M. Carmichael is sitting at a table for four. Chaz
is looking serious. M. Carm chael stares at himin

anticipation of what he has to say.

A few other custonmers enjoy their drinks in front of the
bar .

CHAZ
| hope you know that | think the
worl d of your daughter. | also have

such good feelings about you and
Ms. Carm chael, but that’s not the
point right now. This is about Leah

... and, hopefully, nme. I would
like to ask your perm ssion to
marry her.

Chaz pauses waiting for M. Carm chael’s response.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| fully believe | will be a good
provider, but | actually believe it
IS nore inportant with two
prof essionals to capture each
other’s attention and interest for

( MORE)
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CHAZ (CONT' D) (cont’d)
alifetine. She does. She nakes ne
smle. | believe | do the sane for
her.

MR. CARM CHAEL
(sternly)
St op.

Chaz is puzzl ed.

MR. CARM CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Qit selling. | already consider
you part of the famly, and this
just formalizes it.

Chaz sighs. Relieved.
M. Carmchael turns to the Bartender.

MR, CARM CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
Decant a chilled bottle of Met &
Chandon. And four chanpagne fl utes.

M. Carm chael returns his gaze to Chaz.

MR CARM CHAEL ( CONT’ D)
By the way, will this announcenent
conme as a total surprise to ny
daughter, who has already hinted to
her nother that you and she wil |
nost likely get married sonmeday?

CHAZ
(smling)

It will nost likely not cone as a
shock to Leah.

The Bartender brings the drink to the Chaz and M.
Carm chael’s table, and then | eaves.

Leah and Ms. Carm chael cone back to the table and settle
down.

M. Carmchael silently fills the four glasses with a good
sense of drama. He | ooks at his wife and his daughter, and
t hen at Chaz.

MR. CARM CHAEL
(holding up his flute)
To our new expanded famly.
Vel cone.
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Leah and Ms. Carm chael are not surprised. They
spont aneously dance around the table with kisses all around.

| NT. DRAKE HOTEL / EVENT HALL - DUSK

It is glanorous wedding reception. The decoration consist of
pastel rose hues and |ime-green tones.

Dignitaries are seated at the well decorated tables.
Attendees include; M. and Ms. Carmichael, Lucy, colleagues
of the couple, associates, TV stations, the nedia

congl onerates, and major retailers.

Model -worthy nmen in norning coats wal k the roomw th
chanpagne bottles in hand, serving the guests.

SUPERI MPOSE:  APRIL, 25, 1952.

The playing band, led by LOU S ARMSTRONG i s singing
"Chi cago, Chicago ... that toddlin’ town. Chicago, Chicago
Il show you around."

The guests give the couple a standing ovation as they wal k
down the center aisle. The couple proceed to their table.

TI ME CUT:

The weddi ng reception is in full swing. Chaz stands on the
podium the guests fix their eyes on him

CHAZ
First of all, let nme thank all of
you for com ng here tonight and
maki ng this an evening to renmenber
for the rest of our lives. | would
like to pay a special tribute to
three people. One: A worman | am now
so tickled to call Ms. Charles
Par ker Conner. Mst of you know her
as Leah.

Leah winks at Chaz with a smle on her face.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
| know her as wonderful. Kind.
Loving. Sharing. A kindred spirit.
Everything a young man coul d hope
for as he hopes to build a new life
in this great city.

Chaz turns his gaze to M. and Ms. Carnichael’ s table.
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CHAZ (CONT' D)
Two: | would like to celebrate and
t hank ny new not her- and
father-in-law. M. and Ms. Lou
Carm chael. | have grown to know
both of them over the past few
years, and | nust say, they are the
easi est people to |like.

M. Lou Carm chael raises his glass of wwne to Chaz with a
broad smle on his face.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Sonetimes funny. Someti nes
chal | engi ng. Al ways engagi ng and
enbracing. | have never once felt |
was on 'an audition” with them
That’ s how good they are.

The guests chuckl e and appl aud.

Chaz turns his attention to Lucy’s table. She beans a snile
at him

CHAZ (CONT’ D)
Three: | would like to throw a
bouquet to the wonan who nmade it
all possible for me. Many of you
know her. Even Louis Arnstrong
knows her. .

Louis Arnstrong tilts his hat fromthe band corner.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Actually, he canme up to nme after
one of his songs and asked, 'That’'s
your nother? She once taught dance
lessons in St. Louis when | was a
struggl i ng band nmenber and your dad
was wowi ng crowds. This woman knows
how t o dance. Can you keep up with
her ?’

Chaz smles at his nom and she reciprocates with the bl ow
of a kiss.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Mom | don’t knowif | can ... but
Loui s suggests that once upon a
time, when | was only three or four
years ol d, you knew how to cut the
rug on this particular tune. | say
we give it atry.
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Chaz holds out his hand to Lucy, and she joins him

The band begins to do a downbeat. Louis Arnstrong steps
forward and takes the m crophone.

LOUI S ARMSTRONG
When | was a young man struggling
for any recognition ... and she was
a young woman who danced better
than anyone in Anerica, we |it up
the clubs in St. Louis, once upon a

time. Young man, | only w sh you
can turn out as good as your dear
not her .

Louis Arnstrong and his band perforns:

LOUI S ARMSTRONG ( CONT’ D)
Gve ne a kiss to build a dream on
And ny inmagination will thrive upon

that kiss. Sweetheart, | ask no
more than this... A kis to build a
dr eam on.

Chaz gives his nother a hug and a kiss. He then noves to
Leah. He gives her a hug and a ki ss.

Chaz turns to Louis Arnstrong.
CHAZ
Louis, can you please performthe
song we discussed earlier?

Louis Arnstrong nods with a snmle. He picks up his trunpet
and begins the solo performance of "La Vie en Rose.”

Chaz escorts Lucy to the center of the ballroom He then
sends a wnk to M. Carm chael

M. Carm chael escorts Leah to the sanme place. Ms.
Carm chael joins themon the dance floor, squired by MR
JOSEPH P. KENNEDY.

Everyone dances happily.

I NT. CHAZ'S HOUSE / LI VI NG ROOM - DUSK

Leah is sitting by the front wi ndow, staring out on to the
street. She is sonmewhat inpatient.

SUPERI MPOSE:  JANUARY 8, 1953.
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Leah sees Chaz wal king up the steps to the front door. She
qui ckly stands to her.

Soon, Chaz enters the living room Leah junps into his arns.

LEAH
Guess what ?
Chaz is puzzl ed.
CHAZ

You |l ove nme nore today than you did
yest er day?

Leah’s heart thunps in joy.

LEAH
Especially nore today than
yest erday. Cause guess what? W are
pr egnant .

CHAZ
Oh ny God. Oh ny God. Ch ny Cod.

Chaz grips her nore securely, as he is holding the nost
fragile vase in the Louvre. He gently noves her to the sofa.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Sit down right here. Don’t nove. Be
careful getting in the chair.

Benmused, Leah sits down on the sofa, with Chaz still holding
her. Tears of joy well up in her eyes.

LEAH
Can you believe it?

Chaz sits beside her.

CHAZ
Did you go to the doctor today?

LEAH
Yes, it’s positive. And it’s
really, really early.
pediatrician tells ne we shoul d
wait until the first trimester to
tell anyone ... including your
not her and ny nother and fat her.
Can we keep this secret?
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CHAZ
| don’t know.

LEAH
| don’t know if | can either
but we’re only tal ki ng about eight
weeks. C non. Whadya say? W can
have our little secret for two
nmont hs, don’t you think?

I NT. CHAZ’ S HOUSE / ROOM - NI GHT

A small, enpty bedroom Chaz and Leah wal k i n hol di ng hands.
They stand in the center of the room | ooki ng around.
LEAH
You' Il probably mss this as a
pl ace to polish sonme of your
writing.
CHAZ

We have ot her roons. The dining
room coul d work, or the kitchen. |
coul d even convert part of the
basenent into sanctuary for stories
or your school work. | say we cross
t hat bridge when we cone to it.

LEAH
W have nonths to figure that out.
However, | do have an appoi nt nent

with DR MEYER next week, just to
make sure the first trinester is
goi ng according to plan.

CHAZ
Wul d you like me to join you?

LEAH
There’s no need. It’s routine. But
assunm ng everything goes well, |
i mgi ne the good doctor will say
it’s safe to tell people.

Chaz takes another | ook round the room He beans a snile as
if he could already see the baby there.
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I NT. MARSHALL FI ELD SHOPPI NG CENTER - DAY

Custoners wal k through the sections of the mall, shopping
t heir needs.

Lucy, with a big bunp, is shopping in the kiddies section.
She is checking out diaper bags and crib beddings...

... MRS, SALLY H GBIE, a m ddl e-aged wonan, stands beside
Lucy.
Suddenly, Lucy’'s face winkles. She lets go of the diapers
i n her hand.

LEAH
Om god, om god, om god.

A puddl e of water gathers around Leah’s feet. Ms. Sally
| ooks to the floor and sees the puddl e. She rushes off and
returns with an arnchair.

Ms. Sally helps Leah sit on the chair.

MRS. SALLY
Honey, forget the di aper bag. You
sit here. Wthin mnutes, you wll
be on your way to Cook County
Hospi tal .

Ms. Sally's assistant runs in to frame with a sense of
ur gency.

MRS. SALLY (CONT' D)
Get a wheel chair and an anbul ance
at the front door.

The assi stant runs off.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Ms. Sally and her assistant are pushing Leah toward the
el evator in a wheelchair. Two staffs run al ongside Ms.
Sally and the assistant.

A few shoppers are stepping into the el evator.

MRS. SALLY
Emer gency. Energency.

Ms. Sally wheels Leah into the el evator. She pushes the
shoppers out, and hits the button for down fl oor.
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EXT. FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUOUS

An anbul ance is waiting. The responders rush to the door as
Ms. Sally wheels Leah out.

The responders quickly get Leah on a stretcher and pushes
her toward their van. Ms. Sally follows behind them Leah
smles at her.

MRS. SALLY
Honey, this is all going to turn
out OK. You are going to have a
beauti ful baby, and you are never
going to be happier in your life.
If you wish, I wll do ny best to
reach your husband. What’s his
nane? Wiere does he work? How can |

reach hinf?

LEAH
Chaz Conner. The Chicago Tri bune.
382-1623.

The responders wheel Leah into the back of the van.

LEAH ( CONT’ D)
(to Ms. Sally)
And what’s your name?

MRS. SALLY
Sally in maternity. They know ne.
Good luck. CGodspeed. | will do ny
best to reach reach your husband.
Rel ax. Breathe. Breathe.

One of the responders closes the back of the van. Ms. Sally
wat ches as the car drives away.

EXT. COOK COUNTY HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Alino drives to a stop in front of the hospital. Chaz junps
down fromthe back of the car. He | ooks a bit roughed-up,

but why should we care when he doesn’t? Wth a sense of
urgency, he pays the driver and then races through the
entrance door.
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| NT. MATERNI TY WARD / FRONT DESK - CONTI NUOUS

... Chaz exits the elevator and skids to a stop at the front
desk. He is out of breath, but he has no tine to catch sone.

CHAZ
Leah. Leah. Leah Conner.

The receptioni st pages through her status statenent for
several mnutes. Chaz waits, inpatiently. The receptioni st
smles at himafter what | ooks to be an eternity, at |east
that’s how he woul d think so.

RECEPTI ONI ST
She’s out of delivery. Evidently,
everything went well.

CHAZ
Om god. Thank Cod.
RECEPTI ONI ST
She is nowin room 513.
CHAZ

Whi ch way?
He races down the hallway as soon as the receptionist points
to a direction.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
... Chaz zoons into the room then stops abruptly. He is in
awe at the sight of Leah craddling their newborn. Al the
sweat and frustration is finally worth it.

Leah sm |l es at her husband.

LEAH
@ ad you could nmeke it.
(Wi nks)
By the way, you | ook worse than
do.
CHAZ
Well, it has been a nerve-racking

trek, but I amsure nothing to
conpare with what you went through.

Slowl y, Chaz graciously proceeds toward Leah and their
chil d.
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LEAH
Say hello to your son.

Leah holds up the newbie to his father. Chaz waps his hands
around the "bundle of joy." He | ooks the baby in the face.
Surely, he is nost delighted to neet him

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: W TH THE RI SE OF NEWS BROADCAST ON
TELEVI SI ON, CHAZ CONNER REALI ZED TI MES WAS CHANG NG. I N
1956, HE HAD AN URGE TO MAKE THE SW TCH FROM WRI Tl NG
JOURNALI ST TO A TV NEWS BROADCASTER

| NT. BART GRI MES' OFFI CE - DAY
BART G MES, a dyed-in-the-wool m ddl e-aged-man, sits at his

desk. Chaz sits on the opposite side of the desk with a
gl assy ook on his face. He listens intently to his boss.

BART GRI MES
It’s a bunch of nonkeys on talk
shows. It will have no |ong-term
bearing on the inpact of
journalism Nothing will ever

repl ace the norni ng newspaper under
every comruter’s arm and the power
of indepth feature stories. Don't
worry about it. You are gonna be a
newspaper star. | knew it fromthe
first editorials you ever wote.
Don’t waver. You should do this for
the next sixty years and win tons
of Pulitzer Prizes.

Chaz nods in acknow edgenent, or at |east pretends to be in
agreenent with his boss.
| NT. CHAZ' S OFFI CE - DAY

Chaz sits behind his desk. He is in deep thought. The | ook
on his face tells us he is worri ed.

CHAZ' S FLASHBACK:

| NT. EATERY - DAY

M. Lou Carm chael and Chaz having a brunch. The father- and
son-in-law enjoy each other’s conpany eating and di scussi ng.
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MR. CARM CHAEL
You are tailor-made for this new
medium ... and nake no m stake, it
w || becone the biggest
preoccupation in our lives.

M. Carmichael |eans into Chaz, |owering his tone.

MR. CARM CHAEL ( CONT' D)
We are planning to becone the
world' s first all-color TV station.
That’ s a game changer. It wll
affect presidential elections from
here on out. I will have David
Sarnoff conme to the Marchandi se
Mart to turn on the swtch at WAQ
Things are changing ... by |eaps
and bounds. Forever. If you need
nore evidence, watch Ed Sullivan
t hi s weekend, when this new guy
called Elvis Presley wll nesnerize
the entire nation with his shaking
hi ps and surly | ooks. After you
hear this, think of Rudy Vallee as
the old fart print medium

END CHAZ' S FLASHBACK.

BACK TO CHAZ' S OFFI CE

Chaz reaches and grabs the tel ephone receiver. He dials M.
Lou Carmi chael and holds the reciever to his ear.

CHAZ
You nentioned David Sarnoff once.
You suggested that he m ght be
| ooking for a fresh face for
br oadcast news.

MR, CARM CHAEL (V.O
| renenber the conversati on.

CHAZ
| mght be interested. Should we
have | unch at Merchandi se Mart
t omor r ow?

MR. CARM CHAEL (V. O
At 12:00 noon. Flannery’s, on the
first floor. W' ll put heads
together and figure out a plan of
action.
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| NT. BART GRI MES' OFFI CE - DAY

Bart Gines sits behind the desk with uncertainty witten
all over his face. Chaz sits opposite fromhim A m x of
worry and pity radiates on his face.

CHAZ
| nmet with David Sarnoff two days
ago at the Merchandi se Mart.

Bart Gimes winkles his face as if he has been hit with the
wor st news of the year, or maybe he has.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
He |iked ny audition and wants to
hire me for a weekend newsnagazi ne

position. However, | told himthat
it would only happen on one
condition ... only if I could hold

on to a dimnished, but inportant,
role at the Tribune.

BART GRI MES
Let’s sl ow down. Are you quitting?
CHAZ
(sm | es)
No. | would like to hold down two

j obs. A once-a-week editorial for
the Trib and a weekend anchor job
at WAQ.

Bart Gines is still in disbelief. Chaz holds up his finger
in the air.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
If need be, | will |eave tonorrow
to begin enploynent in the
br oadcast nedi a. However, | stil
love the Trib. | still |love the
witten word. And believe you ne,
wll bring credit to this august
publ i cati on.

BART GRI MES
(skeptical ly)
| am|istening.

CHAZ
| have a hunch this can be very
good for the newspaper in terns of
"a draw.’ It’s not like Il will be a
celebrity, but if the TV showis a

( MORE)
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CHAZ (cont’ d)
success, it will increase the
popul arity of any colum | would
wite ... evenif it’s only on a
once- a-week basis. | believe |
could do such a thing for
magazi nes, but | would rather do it
for the Tribune...partly because |
|l ove this place, and partly because
you are the best boss a guy could
ever have.

Chaz pauses briefly and studies Bart Gines expression,
whi ch shows he is still |ost.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
On the other hand, I know you are a
purist. If in your heart of hearts,
you think this is mxing oil and
wat er, and you nust have only
100- percent dedi cated print

journalist, | can certainly respect
that. I'll be sad, but...
BART GRI MES
Let ne think about it. My first
instinct is, | don't like it. |

| ove ink on ny fingers, and the
whirr of printing presses |late at
night. I love the snell of Canel
cigarettes in the newsroom
ashtrays. But | don’t live in an
igloo. I know the world is

changi ng.

Bart Gines lights up a cigarette and | ooks at Chaz in those
"I will mss you" kind of | ooks.

BART GRI MES ( CONT’' D)
You' re one of the best witers |
have on staff. | would hate to | ose
you. | just don’t know if what
you’ re proposi ng woul d have enough
of an inpact on our paper.

CHAZ
We could try it out.

BART GRI MES
Let nme think about it.

Bart Ginmes pushes his desk chair back, stands up and shakes
Chaz’s hand. It’s a sad goodbye for both nen.
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I NT. CHAZ' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Chaz sits at the dining table. He is busy with his witing.
The tel ephone on the of the dining table begins to ring. He
grabs the receiver.

BART GRIMES (V. O
The managenent of the paper thinks
this could work out well ... and to
both of our benefit. And | agree.

A feeling of fulfilnment radiates on Chaz’ s face.

CHAZ
|’ m so happy to hear that.

BART GRIMES (V. O
We can ki ck around topics m dweek,
and nmake sure there is a colum on
Sunday’ s paper. It’ Il work.

CHAZ
1’11 make sure it does. And |’ |
make sure you will not regret it.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

| NT. WWAQ HEADQUARTERS / CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

BRAD PHI LIPS, a young man in his early thirties, and the
woul d- be producer to the TV show, is sitting at a conference
table with Chaz. The latter is in mddle of suggestion.

CHAZ
It is going to be one-hour,
in-depth interview with one person
on a Saturday or Sunday norning.
The title could be called "One on
One. "

Brad is delighted.

BRAD
Ww, what a great title. You're
going to be a natural on air. Now,
we need to set up a wish |ist of
i deal Chicago guests.

CHAZ
(i nnocent|y)
You think they all need to be from
Chi cago?
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BRAD
Not necessarily. Although it’s
probably a good place to start,
since you are better known in
Chi cago. However, you can get
pl enty of people who cone through
Chi cago. Hell, given your
connections with the Merchandise
Mart, you could probably start off
the showwth an interview of JOHN
F. KENNEDY. You can’t get a much
bi gger debut than that.

CHAZ
You think | coul d?

BRAD
You might have to | ean on your
father-in-law for that, but I would
think so. The senator and future
president is not exactly
camer a- shy.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN. ON JULY 4, 1958. LEAH CALLED HER
MOTHER TO WATCH OVER HER SON, LEW WH LE SHE AND CHAZ HEAD
OVER TO COCK COUNTY HOSPI TAL FOR THE DELI VERY OF THEI R
SECOND CHI LD

| NT. CHAZ' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

M. and Ms. Lou Carm chael, and LEWstand in the center of
the room Their eyes is fixed on the door as if they are
expecting Santa to wal k through it.

The door opens. Chaz and Leah cone in. Leah carries her
newborn, SERENA, in her arns.

Ms. Carm chael stretches at her arm Leah wal ks over and
hands her the baby.

MRS. CARM CHAEL
She | ooks |ike you, Leah.

M. Carm chael shakes Chaz’s hand and pats himon the back.
Chaz then picks up Lew and hugs himtightly.
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EXT. CHAZ' S HOUSE / BACK PORCH - LATER

Chaz and M. Lou Carmichael sit in the porch enjoying the
view of the back yard. Each holds a |lit cigar.

MR CARM CHAEL
How s the show progressing? |’ve
heard good things.

CHAZ
So far, so good.

Chaz takes a puffs and | ooks out the yard.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| think the show will have an
interesting format. Good in-depth
interviews. And, Lou, thanks for
pul ling sonme strings to get John F.
Kennedy on as the first guest.

MR CARM CHAEL
He’'s a very personable guy. You'l
like him

CHAZ
Do you know why he’s in town?

MR. CARM CHAEL
No, but he conmes in all the tine.
Probably fund-raising or lining up
supporters for the upcom ng
el ection. It’s runored he’ s going

to run.

CHAZ
Vll, | do plan to get into that
with him

MR. CARM CHAEL
Maybe you' Il get a scoop.

CHAZ
| doubt that. These politicians are
pretty coy this far out in front of
a convention.
(takes anot her puff and
chuckl es)
But you can’t blane a guy for

trying.
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| NT. WWAQ HEADQUARTERS / PREPATORY ROOM - DAY

A smal|l desk stands in the center of the roomwith a
t el ephone on top of it.

JOHN F. KENNEDY, 40s, handsone and full of life, is led in
by Chaz. The two nen are in good spirit for the upcom ng
event .

JFK flashes a smle at Chaz.

JFK
My dad tells me I'’mthe first
gui nea pig here.

(W nks)
| don’t mind that, | Iike being
first. Hell, | may even try to aim
for a few other firsts in the next
few years.

Chaz reciprocates with a smile.

JFK ( CONT’ D)
| will be a fun interview And
j oking aside, | am honored to be
the first guest on your new show,
which I amsure will have a |ong

run.

Chaz flashes an even broader smle. He hands JFK a pi ece of
paper.

CHAZ
These are the kind of questions I
wi |l be asking you.

JFK takes a brief glance at the piece of paper.

JFK
Al right, good topics. I'Il try to
cone up with sone good answers ...
or at least try to reach soneone on
t he phone who can cone up with a
good answer, so | can nenorize
t hem

CHAZ
Anticipating tat, that’s why we
made sure you had a roomwith a
t el ephone.

JFK | aughs heartily.
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JFK
You' re good. This will be a good
i ntervi ew.

CHAZ
Thirty-five mnutes until showti ne.
Wsh me | uck

JFK
And wi sh nme | uck

I NT. STUDI O - DAY

Chaz and John F. Kenny are both sitting on swi vel chairs.
The are ready to go live. They are in good spirit. A nusica
t hene plays in the background.

BOOTH ANNOUNCER ( O. S)
VWl cone to One on One. The in-depth
i nterview show that gets to the
bottom the top, and the
i n-bet weens of today’ s issues. And
here’s your host, Chaz Conner.

Chaz immedi ately beans a smle at the canera.

CHAZ
Good norning, |adies and gentl enen.
| am very pleased to have one of
t he nost conpelling political
figures in Arerica with us today.
Senat or John F. Kennedy, who cane
wi thin a whi sker of being the
Denocratic nom nee for vice
president on the first ballot just
two years ago.

(turns to JFK)

Senat or Kennedy, wel cone.

JFK

(smles)
Thank you, Chaz. Let ne first
congratul ate you on your new
program As you m ght know, | |ove
this towm. | have deep ties here.
And | believe this is a pivotal
city and state in the future of
this country ... especially at this
time in our history.
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Wel |, speaking of this tine...

Chaz leans toward the senator with a sly smle

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Wul d you |ike to use this nonent
t o announce that you are throw ng
your hat in the ring for the
presidency of the United States?

John F. Kennedy does a slight doubl e-take, but
corrects the reaction with sonme grace.

JFK
I"’mthinking this is not the
preci se nmonment for such nonentous
decl arati on.

CHAZ
Why not? You love the city. You
have deep ties here. And as you
say, it’'s pivotal at this point in
tinme.

JFK just smles.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
|’mjust saying that if you
announced it here and now, it would
have the el enent of surprise.

JFK
That’s for sure. | know it would
surprise ny beautiful wfe.
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instantly

JFK fl ashes his ’fanpbus smle’ and get Chaz back on a

kilter.

JFK ( CONT’ D)
As |’m sure you can appreciate, a
deci sion such as this ends up
af fecting everyone in the
famly...brothers, sisters,
in-laws, nother, father, and of
course, Jackie and little Caroline.
So there are a | ot of
considerations. And it’s not all
gl anour. You know the nature of
public service calls for sacrifice,
and one needs to know if everyone
iswilling to sign up for that.
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CHAZ
Fair enough. Care to handicap the
Republ i can candi dat es?

JFK
Oh, | think it would be best to
| eave that decision to the august
body of the Repulican power
br okers.

CHAZ
O course, if history is any
indicator, they tend to usually
nom nate the next person in |ine,
so | wouldn’'t expect a lot of drama
at the Republican convention here
i n Chi cago.

JFK
And that next person in line would
be Richard N xon. Wuld that be
fun?

Chaz beams another sly smle.

CHAZ
Assum ng you woul d be the nom nee
on the Denocratic side?

JFK I aughs al oud and good-naturedly wag his finger at Chaz.

JFK
You are very clever. But that
announcenent is not going to cone
at this point in tinme.

CHAZ
Fai r enough.

JFK
Fai r enough.

CHAZ
Senat or Kennedy, thank you for
joining us here in our inaugura
program

JFK
It was a pl easure.

The studi o sound decreased, the lights dins. JFK and Chaz
rise fromtheir chairs and shake hands.
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Brad Philips gives Chaz a thunbs-up gesture fromthe booth.
M. Lou Carm chael hurries into the studio and heads over to
Chaz and JFK

MR. CARM CHAEL
| couldn’t resist, | just wanted to
witness the interview in person.
Chaz, nice job. Senator Kennedy,
you are an amazing interview.
You're |ike a rock star.

JFK
| don’t know about that, but I
think it was a damm interesting
i ntervi ew.

JFK runs his fingers through his hair |ike a Hollywod novie
star.

JFK ((CONT' D)
Lou, thanks for setting this up. It
can only nean good things for this
country.

MR CARM CHAEL
Vell, I"’moffering to take ny
son-in-law to a brunch at the
Langham |f you would like to join
us, Senator Kennedy, you are
certainly invited.

JFK
Yes, | mght enjoy that. | think we
m ght have quite a bit in conmon.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: JOHN F. KENNEDY VENT ON TO BECOME THE

NEXT PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES. HE TRADED SOME LETTERS

WTH CHAZ CONNER, I NVITING HM TO JON H S MEDI A Al DE, WH CH
THE LATER DECLI NED

THE TWO MAI NTAI NED A GOOD RELATI ONSHI P.  EXCHANG NG WRI Tl NG
EACH OTHER FROM TI ME TO TI ME

EXT. ROAD - DAY

A crowd of nen, wonen, and Children line up the road all the
way to the plaza in anticipation of the arrival of the

presi dent. Many wave small handhel d versions of the Anerican
flag.

Security operatives try their best to keep the crowd in
check.
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SUPERI MPCSE:  NOVEMBER 22, 1963. 12: 00 PM

An open Lincoln Continental convertible drives into view. In
the car is president JFK and his wife. They wave to the
cheerin cromd as they car continues to nove.

An escort vehicle trails behind the president’s car.

EXT. DEALEY PLAZA - CONTI NUOUS

The crowd cheers loudly waving their flags rapidly. Chaz
stands in the crowd observing.

... The Lincoln Continental pulls to a stop in front of the
bui | di ng.

Suddenly, a |oud gunshot is heard. Many heads turn |eft and
right, but nost doesn’'t react as they think it's a
firecracker.

Anot her gunfire follows. This tinme, the bullet expl odes
JFK' s head. Hi s hands involuntarily grip toward his neck,
and his wife, in horror, tries to junp out of the back of
t he converti bl e.

A secret service agent junps out of the trailing car and
pushes the First Lady back into the convertible.

There is pandenoniumin the crowd as bl oody convertible
races off.

I n shock, Chaz hastily wal ks off down the street.

EXT. PARKLAND MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL - DAY

Chaz is standing in front of the hospital with his crew for
a live broadcast. Several nurses are behind himin the
background shadi ng tears and huggi ng their coll eagues.

SUPERI MPCSE:  NOVEMBER 15, 1963. 2: 00 PM

CHAZ

| stand here before you at Parkl and
Hospital in Dallas and sadly report
t he nost historical assassination
in this country in over hundred
years. The president is dead. The
First Lady is in tears. The entire
nation is in state of shock. And

wi thin days, the entire world wl|
be nmourning for the loss of this

( MORE)
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CHAZ (cont’d)
one charismatic | eader who has,
until mnutes ago, been w dely
consi dered the shining star of the
future.

Chaz pauses briefly.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
There is stunned silence all around
me. Wi spers and tears. Disbelief
and despair. Thirty short m nutes
ago, there was a frantic state of
panic, but with the pronouncenent
of President Kennedy’s
deat h...which, according to the
hospital, was result of a 'norta
wound’ ...the pavilion here is
quiet. W will undoubtedly know
nore in the mnutes to come, but
for now, let us say a prayer for
his widow, for his children ... and
for this nation.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN. LEE HARVEY OSWALD, THE SHOOTER AND
KI LLER OF JFK, WAS ARRESTED AFTER SHOOTI NG OFFI CER J. D.
TIPPIT. HE WAS APPREHENDED FOUR BLOCK FARTHER AT THE TEXAS
THEATER.

I NT. NBC NI GHTLY NEWS STUDI O - DUSK

Chaz is on a |live broadcast of the evening news. He has a
bl oody face, but unfazed about it.

CHAZ
The theater of the bizzare
conti nues. Just a few m nutes ago,
the all eged assassin of the
forty-third president of the United
States was nurdered in full sight
of the Texas police force in their
police station. | was standing
perhaps two feet fromthe gunfire.
Per haps you can see the awful bl ood
of the anarchy on ny face.

Chaz pauses briefly.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
The man junped out of the crowd,
and is reputed to be a nman call ed
Jack Ruby, who is alleged to own a

( MORE)
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CHAZ (CONT' D) (cont’d)
maj or striptease club 1n Dallas. As
of this tinme, we do not know his
ot her connections. Perhaps it is
with Cuba or with the Soviet Union
or with other connections within
the United States. As of now, we
only know the man junped out of the
crowd and decided to kill a killer.

Chaz, with sone sense of dramm, takes out his pocket
handker chi ef and wi pes off the blood on his face.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
W are now in an uncertain world.
However, we are now t he nost
synpat hetic nation on earth. The
pl anet | oved this president. The
wor |l d abhorred a m screant who
woul d choose to nurder him And we
are now confused by the order of
law that woul d all ow him striptease
manager to kill him point-black,
in front of those who are in charge
of his safety. W have a lot to
figure out, do we do?

Chaz just stares blankly at the canera for a few seconds.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN. ON MAY 6, 1970, CHAZ CONNER PUBLI SHED
AN EDI TORI AL I N THE CH CAGO TRI BUNE TI TLED "ENOUGH | S
ENOUGH. " | T EXCORI ATED THE PCLI CE ACTI ON AGAI NST THE
STUDENTS OF KENT STATE, WHO WERE DEMONSTRATI NG TWO DAYS
EARLI ER AGAI NST THE NEVER ENDI NG VI ETNAM WAR

AS A RESULT OF THE CONFRONTATI ON, FOUR COLLEGE STUDENTS WERE
SLAI'N, SPARKI NG AN QUTRAGE I N MANY US Cl Tl ES.

"“I'T"S BAD ENOUGH THAT WE ARE KI LLI NG TENS OF THOUSANDS OF

VI ETNAMVESE. BUT NOW WE HAVE TURNED THE BULLETS ONTO OUR OWN
COLLEGE STUDENTS. AT WHAT PO NT WLL WE ASK, 'WHAT' S THE

PO NT?"" -- CHAZ CONNER

CHAZ CONNER' S SON, LEW VENT ON TO FI GHT I N THE VI ETNAM WAR
AFTER OPTI NG TO JO N THE ARMY, | NSTEAD OF GO NG TO COLLEGE.
HE DI ED AFTER TWO WEEKS | N THE WAR
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I NT. CHAZ' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

The house is quiet. No one in sight. The tel ephone on the
coffee table is ring.

SUPERI MPOSE: 1974.
Chaz wal ks into the room and answers the phone.

CALLER (V. O
Chaz Conner, please.

CHAZ
(hunbl y)
This i s he.

CALLER (V. O
Ww, you sound |ike yourself.

CHAZ
| usually do.

CALLER (V. O
This is ROONE ARLEDGE, the big
mucket y-muck of ABC News, and | am
trying to shake up things here on
West Fifty-Seventh Street of New
York. 1’ve watched your One on One
vi deot apes and have a hunch you
m ght enjoy the shake-up. It could
be good for your career and for
ABC.

Chaz pauses for a few seconds.

CHAZ
I s that your exact title:
nmucket y- muck?

Roone can be heard | aughing at the other end of the phone.

ROONE
See, that’s the quick wit | want on
the news, especially the news
i nterview shows. Wat do you say we
get together next Wdnesday in NY
for lTunch? My treat. M chael’ s on
Fifty-Fourth Street. Are you gane?

CHAZ
"1l be there at 1:30 p. m
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I NT. M CHAEL’ S RESTAURANT - DAY

The environent is serene. A few custoners sit at tables
enjoying tranquility it offers.

A mddl e-aged-nman in his fifties walks up to the table. This
is ROONE ARLEDGE. He dazzles in a Paul Stuart suit. He sit
at a table waiting patiently.

Chaz wal ks through the door. H's eyes scans the roomfor a
nonent. Roone spots himand waves at him Chaz wal ks over to
hi m

ROONE
(shaki ng hands with Chaz)
My nanme is Muckety-Mick ... but you
can call ne Roone.
CHAZ
My nane is Chaz, but you can cal

me Chaz.
Roone | aughs at Chaz’'s confi dence.
TI VE CUT:

Chaz and Roone are now seated at the table sharing a bottle
of w ne.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
I f you want nme to replace Jim
McKay, | am not as good as himon

| ugi ng conpetitions, cliff-diving,
or pole vaulting.

Roone sm | es.

ROONE
No, what | have in mnd is a news
program ... but with the pace of

Wde World of Sports. Unlike ny

m st akes with ABC Eveni ng News, |
don’t want many different anchors.

| want one anchor...you. Yeah, sure
there can be other reporters in the
field. But one clever guy pull it
all together. Chaz Conner. And
here’s the angle. G ven Anerica’'s
shrinking attention span, | don’'t
want any segnent to be | onger than
ten m nutes. Boom Boom Boom Sone
segnents could be three m nutes.
Sone could be eight m nutes. But

( MORE)
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ROONE (cont’ d)
not hi ng shoul d be I onger than ten
m nut es.

Roone continues his explanattion in nute. Everytine he says
"Boom" he punches the air and snmiles, as if it is a wnning
j ab.

After the explanation, Roone |ooks at Chaz for a reaction.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
What do you think? You are the one
guy for this. | have seen you vanp.
| have seen you get the quotable
gquotes in the norning news revi ews
i nterested?

CHAZ
(instinctively)
Yes.
ROONE
Geat. | took the liberty of

drawi ng up a contract.

Cockily, Roone proffers and pantom nmes a reach into his
pocket. Chaz’'s face winkles in surprise.

CHAZ
Not so fast...l said | am
i nterested, but not conpletely
sold. I have a wife who has a job
in Chicago, and she is inportant to
me. | have a daughter who is in her
| ast year of high school. | have a
job at the Trib that has been ny
mai nstay of life for the past
fifteen years. | have an audi ence
at WWAQ every Sunday.

ROONE
Al true. Al considered
(smles)

What? Do you think I would ask you
to give up your famly for this
j ob?

CHAZ
| don’t know. This is the first
time | have actually nmet you.
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ARLEDGE
Vll, I wouldn't. At |least on a
first |unch.

EXT. M CHAEL' S RESTAURANT - DAY

Chaz and ROONE exit the restaurant. Both have a | ook of
satifaction on their faces. The two nen shake hands.

CHAZ
The supposed contract, was it a
pl oy?

ROONE

Do you actually want to nmake news
with your interviews?

CHAZ
(l ooking Arledge in the eyes)
In ny case, it mght possibly be
just egotism or just a desire to
beat the conpetition to the
headline...but I do crave a scoop.
| al ways have.

Chaz pauses for a nonent.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
| always will. | absolutely Iove
witing. | absolutely |ove
reporting. But nore than all of
that, | love being the first with

the story.

I NT. CHAZ'S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Chaz sits on the sofa. He holds the tel ephone receiver to
his ear with optim sm Roone is on the end of the phone.

CHAZ
| ve been thinking. It sounds
interesting ... but would it be
possi bl e to base this out of
Chi cago?

ROONE (V. O
It would be alittle of a
chal | enge, especially since | am
sonmet hing of a control freak ..
but it’s not inpossible.
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CHAZ
| don’t think any particul ar news
segnent should be less than five
m nutes. | know you said it could
be three mnutes at our lunch. Too
short for anything other than
headl i ne news.

ROONE (V. O
Agreed. How many news stories do
you envi sion covering in sixty
m nut es?

CHAZ
At |least eight. | totally agree
W th the concept of fast news. My
proposal ? No story beyond ten

m nut es.

ROONE (V. O
| think it’s tine for anot her | unch
in NYC

CHAZ

You nane the place.

ROONE (V. O
| like the influence of our first
 unch at M chael’s on Fifty-Fourth.
Per haps that m ght be goodl uck for
bot h of us.

CHAZ
Noon on Sunday.

EXT. M CHAEL' S RESTAURANT - DAY

It is a sunny Sunday afternoon. A taxi pulls to a stop at
t he roadsi de: Chaz and Leah alight fromthe backseat. The
husband and wi fe heads for entrance |ooking all graceful.

LEAH
| don’t m nd neeting the guy, but I
don’t want this to be an interview
about nme.

CHAZ
Honey, it will not turn out that
way. This is a chance to break sone
bread and get to know each other.
| f Roone decides to pitch a job
right here in front of you and his

( MORE)
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CHAZ (cont’ d)
wife, that will be a deal breaker
| promise yu. He wouldn’t do that.
He’s not that kind of guy.

I NT. M CHAEL’ S RESTAURANT - CONTI NUQUS

Roone Arl edge and his wfe, JOAN ARLEDGE, sit at the bar
waiting for their guests. Roone spots Chaz and Leah
approaching. He quickly gets off his stool.

ROONE
Ww, he’s right. You are a
beauti ful wonman.

Leah flashes a bright smle. Joan stands besi de her hushand.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
And this is beautiful Joan. Joan?
Chaz. Leah, | am Roone.

They all shake hands and bl ow air kisses. Then Roone turns
to Chaz.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
Chaz, | thought it m ght be good to
di scuss a contract before we sit
down for appetizers.

Chaz is shocked. Leah gives himan "I told you this was a
bad i dea" | ook.

Roone suddenly bursts out |aughing.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)

"’ mjust kidding. |I'mjust Kkidding.

(to Leah)
Leah, | promise you ... if | were
ever to try sonething |ike that,
Joan woul d divorce ne. She may want
to anyway, but m xi ng business with
pl easure is not a very good brunch
I dea.

Rel i eved, Leah and Chaz just smle. Roone claps his hands as
a segue.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
We are just here to have fun and
make sone new friends. That’'s it.

The quartet nmake thensel ves confortable at a reserved table.
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EXT. M CHAEL' S RESTAURANT - DAY

Alinmo is waiting at the roadside. The driver, SERGE, stands
besi de the car waiting.

Chaz, Roone, and their wives exit the restaurant. The
quartet hugs each other and bid their "goodbyes."

Serge opens the backseat of the |inp, Leah enters. Roone
holds up a finger to Chaz as he tries to enter the car.

ROONE
Just one nore thing. Your wife is
great. Please |let her know that |
had fun with the two of you. | wll
call you next week. W should tal k
about business. This was not the
time or place. But soneday soon, |
hope it will be the tine and pl ace.

| NT. LIMO - CONTI NUOUS
Chaz joins Leah in the car. Serge closes the door.

LEAH
So, he wants to talk to you, but
was smart enough not to do it here.

CHAZ
Yes.

Leah nods in adm rati on.

LEAH

| nmust admt he does have a sense
of spontaneity and a pretty good
sense of hunor. Believe you ne, |
was conpl etely flunmoxed by his
desire to discuss a business
contract with you within thirty
seconds of neeting nme ... and
conpl etely won over when he
reveal ed that it was just a joke.

(pauses)
He's a little charmng, |ike you.
You are very simlar beings.

Chaz sm | es.

CHAZ
| Iike him
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LEAH
| can see why. Let it nmarinate a
while, ny dear. | really do not
want a disruption in ny life at
this time ... but I get the
busi ness chem stry.

The car pulls away. Chaz reaches over and takes Leah’s hand.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN:. 1978: LEAH CONNER S M DLI FE
TRANSI T1 ON.

INT. CHAZ'S DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Leah and Chaz sit at the dining table. There is tension in
the air, at the |east the frowned faces of the coupl e says
so.

CHAZ

Look, Leah, | think we can gain a
fresh start in Manhatt an,
especially since Serena has been
accepted at Col unbia University.

(pauses)
This is a no brainer. W both get a
chance to reinvent our lives in the
nost exciting city on earth.

LEAH
No, ny roots are here. My life is
here. My friends are here. That
maybe good for you and Serena, but
not for ne.

Chaz is flumoxed by her inflexibility.

CHAZ
Vll, let’s just say that a genie
canme down right now at this dining
roomtable and said, 'I’'Il grant
you a wish. Tell me how you wish to
spend the next fifteen years, and
it will come true.’” What woul d your
answer be?

LEAH
Chaz, that’'s a ridicul ous ganme. And
my life is not a goddamm gane.

TEXT: CHAZ AND LEAH VWENT ON TO HAVE A MESSY DI VORCE AFTER
MONTHS OF ARGUI NG CHAZ MOVED TO MANHATTAN TO WORK AT ABC
STUDI O LEAH VEENT IN PURSUI T OF A MASTER S PROGRAM AT
LOYOLA.
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I NT. 21 CLUB - N GHT

It’s a busy night at the club. Custonmers sit at different
meki ng the nost of their night.

Roone and Chaz are spotted at a table enjoying sonme drinks.
They enjoy each other’s conpany.

CHAZ
There is a runor that Tom Br okaw
woul d soon replace David Brinkl ey
on NBC Nightly News. And Dan Rat her
has just assuned the job at CBS,
after the venerable Walter
Cronkite.

ROONE
He won't last. Too nuch fire and
ire for the Nightly News.

Roone takes a sip fromhis glass of w ne.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
Look, a few years back, | appointed
a troi ka of newspeople to clinb out
of the basenent ratings.
Unfortunately, Frank Reynol ds has
di ed recently, and Max Robinson is
not considered ready for the sole
anchor chair. What do you think?

CHAZ
Are you asking whether | am
interested in the job? | definitely
amnot. | ama little too
freewheeling to be strapped in an
anchor chair every evening.

ROONE
(smling)
| agree. What do you think of Peter
Jenni ngs?
CHAZ
Never net him but | like him...

and | don’'t think he is too
aristocratic for an American
audi ence. He just sounds like a
bl oke who is snart.

Roone lights up a cigarette and sal utes Chaz.
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ROONE
You are a smart nman, and a huge
asset to the network.

CHAZ
And you, | believe, are a friend.
ROONE
| feel same way about you. As a
friend, | need to figure out a way

to expand the franchise of Wat’'s
Next? without diluting your
nati onal appeal .

CHAZ
What do you nean?

ROONE
| want to expand the programto
tw ce a week. Wednesdays prinme tine
and Sunday.

CHAZ
| don’t know that | have enough
hours in a week to do that.

ROONE
You don’t. That’s why I am
proposing a different format for
Wednesday.

Chaz takes a sip of his vodka and sm | es. Roone sm|es back.

ROONE ( CONT’ D)
Chaz, don’t panic. You will ful
control of both prograns. G ven the
success of the show, it is bad
busi ness to not expand the
franchise ... and you nust be the
anchor of both shows. Ot herw se, it
is not a franchi se.

CHAZ
Good to hear.

ROONE
However, two touring shows a week
is too much to put on the shoul ders
of any one person. So we w |l need
to build up a staff of
correspondents who will report to
you.
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CHAZ
WIIl | have the authority to hire
t he correspondent s?
ROONE
Yes, but with a second interview by
me. After all, it is ny dam
net wor k.
CHAZ

Twi ce a week. Twi ce the work.

ROONE
Twi ce the pay.

CHAZ
Deal .

Chaz and Roone shake hands.

TEXT: THE CORRESPONDENTS CHAZ H RED ARE: JON SCOIT, KAITY
TONG MEREDI TH VI ERA, AND STAR JONES.

I NT. CHAZ'S NEW HOVE / LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

In a noderately furnished Iiving room Chaz sits on the
couch holding the tel ephone receiver to his ear. A bright
smle on his face. He is on a call wth Serena.

SERENA (V. O
Dad, seriously, you are turning
into "Crazy Eddie."

CHAZ
It’s not that bad, is it?

SERENA (V. O
Not quite, but every tine | turn on
the tube, | see you.

CHAZ
Yeah, well, let’s see each other in
person. How about di nner Wednesday
ni ght ?

SERENA (V. O
Geat. | mght want to bring a

friend. Hs nane is TOM

CHAZ
Ww, so | should maybe be on ny
best behavi or?
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SERENA (V. O
That woul d be ni ce.
CHAZ
Cafe des Artistes, 8:00 p.m Bring
Tom
SERENA (V. O
Bring your manners.
CHAZ
Love you.
SERENA (V. O

Love you back

| NT. LANDMARK RESTAURANT / BAR - N GHT

It is alively night at the restaurant. Several custoners
occupy different tables enjoying night-out alone, in pairs,
or wwth famly. Chaz sits at the bar as he downs a shot of
"Stoli on the rocks."

Serena (22), and her boyfriend, TOM (25), show up behind her
father. Chaz imrediately stands up fromhis seat.

Serena hugs and ki sses her father. You could tell just how
much they have m ssed each ot her

CHAZ
Ch ny God, you get nore beauti ful
every time | see you.

SERENA
And, Dad, this is nmy friend TOMV
CONLEY. W go to school together at
Colunbia. Different disciplines but
simlar interests.

Chaz extends his right hand and shakes Tomis hand firmy.

CHAZ
Tom | amvery happy to neet you
... and look forward to getting to
know you better. Let’s do it over a
del i ci ous neal .

Chaz extends his hand toward the dining roomand escorts Tom
and Serena to their reserved table.

TI ME CUT:
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Chaz, Serena, and Tom are enjoying their dinner in good
spirits.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
(to Tom
Xk, let’s change pl aces.

In a dramatic but funny gesture, Chaz scoots out of the
bench seat.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Tom you sit in ny sit.

Tomsits in Chaz's seat, while Chaz sits in his.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
What are you studyi ng?

TOM
VBA.

CHAZ
Wy Col unbi a?

TOM
My Princeton parents wanted a nore
citified experience.

CHAZ
What’' s your favorite part of
busi ness?

TOM
| nnovati on.

CHAZ
Wi ch newspaper, if any, do you
read?

TOM
Wall Street Journal and New York
Ti mes.

CHAZ
How do you feel about ny dear
daughter, Serena?
Tom pauses for three seconds, then turns to Serena.

TOM
| | ove her.

Chaz turns his gaze to Serena.
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CHAZ
Have you anything to add?
SERENA
(1 aughs)
| don’t know how | could get a word
in edgewi se. Ckay, | and Tom have

been going out for five nonths now,
and we have visited nomin Chicago.

CHAZ
How i s she?

SERENA
You two don't tal k?

CHAZ
Not too frequently.

SERENA
She | i kes her studies. And she has
a boyfriend.

Chaz is surprised.

CHAZ
Real | y?

SERENA
Sone guy nanmed Brad fromthe Art
institute.
Chaz takes a sip if his "Stoli."
sm|es at Serena.

He rolls his eyes and

CHAZ
| should probably give her a cal
sonetime and wi sh her well.
TEXT: APRI L, 1983. TOM AND SERENA WEDDED AT ST. CLEMENT’ S.

FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS, CHAZ CONNER BURNI SHED HI S | MAGE
AS THE PREM ER HOST OF BROADCAST MAGAZI NES.

| NT. ABC STUDI O - DAY

HARRY BELAFONTE, a m ddl e-aged, African-Anerican man in his
forties, is sitting in front of the studio canera with Chaz.
They are in the mddle of an interview

Harry | ooks sad as;
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HARRY
The drought in Ethopia has al ready
claimed a mllion people, who has
di ed of starvation. The UK has
al ready cone to the fore with a
video called 'Do They Know It’s
Christmas.’ But | believe that the
US is the nost generous country on
this planet ... and | intend to
mount a canpai gn for humanitarian
aid to this part of the world.

CHAZ
Vell, please et us know how this
proceeds. ..

| NT. ABC STUDI O - DAY

QUI NCY JONES, a young African-Anmerican in his thirties, is
in the mddle of an interview with Chaz.

CHAZ
| understand you are concer ned
about the famnine in Africa.

QUI NCY
As should we all be, as citizens of
the worl d.

CHAZ

Do the rich people in Hollywod and
in the nusic business really care
about this?

QUI NCY
Vel l, perhaps we will see.

CHAZ
Do you have plans to unite the
creative community out West to make
a novie about this...or a TV
special, or a concert?

QUI NCY
W sinply want to raise the
consciousness of the problemin the
best way possi bl e.

CHAZ
There is a ninety-seconds video
about the ugly femnine I'd like
you to see.



101.

The ninety-seconds video is played on a screen hangi ng
behi nd Chaz and Quincy. The duo swirls in their seats and
wat ches the video.

QUI NCY
Thank you for raising attention to
this tragedy.

Qui ncy extends his hand to Chaz and shakes him

QUI NCY ( CONT’ D)
Per haps with your hel p, we can
change the world.

Chaz turns his gaze to the canera.

CHAZ
Wul dn’t that be nice? Wuldn't
t hat be a wonderful Wat’'s Next?
consequence for people who really
need food to survive?

The lights on the set dins. Chaz and Quincy stands up.

QUI NCY
| really appreciate you bringing
that video up. You have upped th
ante on the issue.

e

Chaz and Qui ncy head out of the studio room

I NT. W NGS - CONTI NUOUS

Chaz and Quincy walk in. The two stop and face each
ot her.

QUI NCY
| get the sense this isn't just
about ratings.

CHAZ
If it were about ratings, | would
never do a story on Ethiopia. No,
no, no ... This is a human tragedy
t hat nust be addressed.
QUI NCY
You’' ve got the right attitude.
CHAZ

Anything | can do to help.
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QUI NCY
| just may do that. If you get a
call from Quincy, return it. You
m ght have to get on a plane in a
matter of hours, but it wll
probably be worth it.

CHAZ
You’ ve got a deal

| NT. ABC LEGAL DEPARTMENT - M A S OFFI CE - DAY

A young lady in her thirties sits at her desk. This is MA
HANRATTY. Chaz sits on the opposite side of the desk.

CHAZ
| have a special request. | would
like to cover a very secret story
wi th a canmeraman and sound
recorder, but the subject is
pani cked about prematurely
rel easing the information. Can you
draw up a contract for ne, the
camer aman, and the sound engi neer
that will reassure themthat their
secret is safe with us? I’mnot a
| awyer, but it should exert sone
sense of penalty if any leak is
attributable to us.

M A
Sounds diabolically tantali zing.
What’' s the nature of the project?

Chaz | aughs.

CHAZ
See, that’s the thing. | can't tel
anyone. |Is that a trick question
just to see if | can’t keep a

secret?
MA
No, |I’mjust curious.
CHAZ
It kills the cat.
M A
Froma | egal standpoint, | need to

ask some pertinent questions: Does
it involve any governnment secret?

( MORE)



Chaz nods

M a beans

M A (cont’d)
Does it include an expose of a
busi ness that m ght consequently
sue this network? Does it involve
any international security
qguestions, or even vague areas? |s
there a risk toward ABC for I|ibe
or slander? Are you wlling to
vouch for the veracity of the
contact and reinburse ABC for al
expenses if secret mssions tends
to be a wash?

CHAZ .
The answers to all your questions
are no, even the last one. | figure

ABC should trust ne on this one.
If I blowit, they can fire ne.

MA
| don’t think they ever will.
(smles)
| wll draw up three contracts that

you can present to your ’'subject.’
Bet ween the two of us, they may not
be |l egal ly binding, but nost people
are persuaded by a |l egal contract,
and it may scare anyone from

| eaki ng i nformati on.

in agreenent.
CHAZ

That will be enough.
M A

| wish | could be there for this
secret 007 mni ssion.

CHAZ
So cone with ne. | amnot trying to
i mredi ately get in the scak with
you. ..seperate roons. Although you
are amazingly attractive. But | do
find you intellectually interesting
and amazingly attractive just to
repeat nyself ... and it would be a
big plus if I had a major attorney
fromABC at ny side as | tried to
gain interviews from M chae
Jackson, Lionel Richie, Billy Joel,
and Bruce Springsteen.

a bright smle.

103.
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M A
Tantal i zing. You may need ne to
protect you fromspilling the

beans.

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN. ON MARCH 8, 1985, WHAT' S NEXT?
TELECASTED A RARE ONE- HOUR SPECI AL FROM CHAZ ALONE THAT
CORRESPONDED W TH THE LI FE MAGAZI NE STORY OF "WE ARE THE
WORLD. "

I NI TI AL SHI PMENTS OF 800, 000 RECORDS SCOLD OQUT | N THREE DAYS.
| T BECAME THE FASTEST- SELLI NG AMERI CAN PCP SI NGLE | N

H STORY. | T RAISED OVER SI XTY- THREE M LLI ON DOLLARS I N

FAM NE RELI EF.

CHAZ AND M A’ S RELATI ONSHI P GREW EVEN STRONGER. HE | NVI TED
HER TO JON HS TEAM ON A TRIP TO COVER THE FALLI NG OF THE
WALL BETWEEN EAST AND WEST CERMVANY.

| NT. CAFE W NTERGARTEN - NI GHT

M a and Chaz are enjoying schnitzel and spaetzle in a
candlelit booth. A few bottles of Beck’s beer are on the
tabl e.

SUPERI MPCSE: Literaturhaus, Berlin. Novenber 7, 1989.

M A
This city is great. Can't inmagine
the flip side across the wall in

East Ger many.

CHAZ
It’s not pretty.

M A
(curiously)
Been t here?

CHAZ
Along, long tine ago ... before it
was even called East Berlin. | hear

it is grimthese days. But hey,
it’s supposed to all change while
we here.

Ma beans a light smle

M A
You know, this whole thing is
Pandora’ s box. Once it’'s opened,
everything unfol ds, expl odes, and

( MORE)
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M A (cont’d)
tunbl es out. There’s no goi ng back.
You can’t put the toothpaste back
in the tube.

Chaz is lost in her eyes for a nonment.

CHAZ
| love the way you conpletely m x
net aphors.

He toasts to her. Ma reciprocates with a bright smle.

EXT. BORDER OF EAST / WEST BERLI N - DAY

It is a happy scenes: Families are huggi ng one another in a
di splay of pure enotion. There are tears of joy. Sone nen
and youths celebrate with their sledgehammers. Ruins from
the fallen wall litter the ground.

Chaz stands in front of his cameraman as they cover the live
br oadcast .

CHAZ

As a dear friend of mne told ne
the other night, this is Pandora’s
box. It has now been opened. Wat
flows fromthis is actually up to
us...on the East and on the West.
It could be the dawning of a great
new day. O it could sinply be a
happy pause, as we slide back to
ol d tensions and unconfortable
geopolitical chess ganes. In the
m dst of this celebration, we nust
hope for the former. It is happy.
It is contagious. It is wonderful.

| NT. GOTTLOB RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Chaz and Ma sit across fromeach other at a table. They are
sharing a dinner of pork tenderloin and asparagus. Their
wi ne gl asses are filled with sone fine German white w ne.

A waitress wal ks toward the table with a bottle of
chanpagne. Ma is surprised to see her approaching.

M A
Yes, | congratulate you on a
wonder ful report.
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CHAZ
No, this is not for ne. It is for
us.

The waitress reach the table. Chaz and Ma watch patiently
as she pours the wine into two chanpagne flutes, and then
| eaves.

Ma picks her flute to drink fromit. Chaz reaches in his
pocket and puts a small box on the table, leaving M a
shocked and confused. She sets down her flute.

A handwritten nessage on the cover of the box reads, "From
Pandor a. "

CHAZ
Open i t.

Slowmy, Ma opens the box and discovers a sparkling ring in
it.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| am not a young man. And | never
i magi ned I would ever marry again.
But this weekend, together with
you, and together with the falling
wall, I amfilled with optimsm |
amin love with you. As | said on
| ast night’s broadcast, '"It’s
happy. It’s contagious. It’s
wonderful.” Here's what | di
say in front of the view ng
audi ence: | would never want it to
end. So let’s make this happen. W
may as wel |l |augh together
of ficially.

dn’t

Chaz pauses nonentarily. He | ooks straight into Ma s eyes.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
WIIl you marry ne?

Quietly, Ma picks up her flute and sips fromit. She sets
down the glass and | ooks back at Chaz. She then noves her

chair back and wal ks over to him Slowy and passionately,
she kisses himon the |ips.

M A
Yes. | thought you'd never ask.
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I NT. M CHAEL' S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

The setting of the restaurant has evolved to match the
changing tinme. Mre exquisite decorations. Better dressed
wai ters.

SUPERI MPOCSE: M D- JUNE, 2001.

It is a busy night as custoners dine at different tables.
Chaz and Roone are spotted at a table. A bottle of vodka
stands between them on the table.

Roone is | ooking at Chaz in a surpirsed manner.

ROONE
Don’t tell ne you want even nore
noney.

CHAZ

No, maybe | ess noney.
Roone i s dazed.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
| think it mght be time to pass
the torch to a new group of hungry
newsmen.

ROONE
You're still hungry, and the show
still gets great ratings, thanks to
you. | don’t want to give that up

CHAZ

Wll, | don't want either, really
... but I think it’s tinme. | can
hang in until the end of the year,
at which tine you figure out a
great send-off for ne. And, Roone,
you are the best guy in the world
at reinventing a news genre. You'll
figure out a way. You al ways have.

Roone takes a drink of his vodka. Then he takes a nonent to
l et the news sink in.

ROONE
Chaz, here is a better deal. | wll
honor your desires partway. W
continue on as is until the end of
the year, at which tine we revanp
t he show, and you becone anchor
eneritus for both What’s Next? and

( MORE)
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ROONE (cont’ d)
ABC Eveni ng News. |’ mthinking six
in-depth feature stories a year. At
| east half of them can be on your
schedul e.

Chaz smles. H's eyes tw nkles showi ng how nuch he |ikes the
i dea.

CHAZ
Mmm

ROONE
What el se are you going to do? Wal k
the beach with a netal detector?
Pl ay pi ckup ganes of chess down at
Uni on Square? Shop? C non, Chaz ...
you have too nuch affection for
this field and too nuch expertise
to sinply wal k away. W can work on
a nore relaxed schedul e, which
m ght be good for you and for the

net wor k.
CHAZ

| like the idea.
ROONE

But until January 1, we keep this
qui et. And you continue as anchor
extraordinaire for every broadcast
of What's Next?. Agreed?

Chaz extends his glass to Roone’s, and they clink.

CHAZ
Agreed. Hell, for all we know, we
m ght have a great story or two
bet ween now and the end of the
year.

EXT. STREET - MORNI NG

It is a sunny norning. People are walking to and fromthe
sidewal k in a hasty manner. Chaz is spotted, slowy wal king
down the street |eading to Lincoln Square.

SUPERI MPOSE: Sept ember 11, 2001.
Suddenly, the sound of a lowflying jet is heard. Chaz | ooks

up the skyline and sees a junbo jet flying really close to
t he skyscrappers.
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CHAZ
Ww, that’'s unsual

Chaz face winkles in worry as he takes a second | ook at the
jet.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Sonet hing i s wong.

Chaz i mmedi ately picks up on his pace.

I NT. ABC NEWSROOM - MORNI NG

The crew and technician are setting up for the next news
program Anmong themis BILLY BENSON

Chaz hurries in with a sense of urgency.

CHAZ
Emer gency. Energency.

Everyone quickly turns their attention to him

CHAZ (CONT’ D)
| need a van, a news canera, and a
sound guy ASAP. W need to head
downt own. Sonething is wong, and |
want ABC to be the first with the
story.

Billy quickly grabs his canera. A sound guy follows up. They
stormout of the roomw th Chaz.
EXT. WEST SI DE H GHWAY - DAY

Cars travel to and fro the highway. W spot a van with "ABC
News" designed on it.

Thi ck snmoke can be seen in the distance going up in the sky.

I NT. VAN - CONTI NUOUS

Chaz, Billy are seated in the front of the van as the driver
speeds through traffic. The | ook on the faces of the trio
suggest worry and confusion. They are all seeig the snoke
and they can’t wait to know where it is comng from
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EXT. GROUND ZERO - CONTI NUQUS

It is rowdy scene. The junbo jet has crashed into a
skyscrapper leaving it in flanes...this is TONER 1. People
run helter skelter in fear and confusion.

... The ABC News van arrive at the scene. Chaz, Billy, and
the driver junp down fromthe front seat. The SOUNDVAN j unps
down fromthe back of the van.

Billy quickly sets up his camera. He | ooks up to see a
second | owflying plane heading toward TOAER 2. He points
his canmera upward and follows the plane as it crashes into
t he tower.

More chaos. More people trying to escape for their |ives.
More snmoke in the air

TI ME CUT:

The choas continues. Sirens are wailing. Police cars,
anbul ance, and Fire Service trucks are screeching to a halt.

Chaz is now standing in front of Billy' s canera.

SOUND MAN
5...4...3...2..

CHAZ
... We are down here at the base of
the Wrld Trade Center, where
sonething is wong. Let ne correct
that...something is very, very
wong. At 8:14 this norning, an
airplane crashed into Anerica’s
nost fanous business structure. At
first, we thought it m ght be an
accident. At least, we could hope
so. But within the next half hour,
anot her airplane crashed into Tower
2. According to nost experts, it’s
nearly inpossible to believe that
this is nothing | ess than
orchestrated strike on Anerica.

The fire service nmen run in and out of the burning
bui | di ngs, savi ng whoever they can, and escorting them out.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
As you can hear from energency
vehi cl es behind me, this is a major
dramati c catastrophe. At this
poi nt, we don’'t know why it

( MORE)
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CHAZ (CONT' D) (cont’d)

happened, or exactly how ... but as
your first network on the scene, we
W ll do our best to find out. Stay

turned. Say a prayer. This is
norni ng rush hour in New York, and
peopl e inside those burning
bui | di ngs need all the help they
can get.

TI ME CUT.

The west tower has now col |l apsed | eaving an array gray dust
and snoke in the air. Fire service nen, police officers, and
first responders continue to patrol the scene giving

assi stance to whoever needs it.

Chaz stands before Billy' s canera once nore broadcasting the
| at est update.

CHAZ
Just a few mnutes ago, the entire
west tower of the World Trading
Center just coll apsed, creating a

gray-out of snoke ... and untold
deaths. This city...and, in fact,
the entire nation...is in disbelief

t hat such an attack could cripple
an entire nation. At 9:08, al

ai rpl anes are banned fromtaking
of f at any NYC airports. At 9:21,
all bridges and tunnels were

cl osed. At 9:37, another jet
crashed into the Pentagon in
Washington DC. It’s as if the
entire nation is under siege.

The scene becones very snoky darkening our screen. Soon, the
smoke clears up just a for us to see Chaz now covered in
soot and ash. He continues his broadcast.

CHAZ ( CONT' D)
We do have excl usive footage of the
United 175 as it struck Tower 2.
Look at this anmazing act of
terrorism

Suddenly, Chaz faces winkles in nore worry.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Wait. Wait. | just have it that a
fourth plane has just been crashed.
Oh ny goodness. This one fell from

( MORE)
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CHAZ (CONT' D) (cont’d)
t he skies in Sonerset,
Pennsyl vani a, just sout heast of
Pittsburgh. We pray that there wll
be no ot her catastrophes, but as
anyone knows by now, the disasters
are comng in cascades. Just to
repeat the big news here from
ground zero, Tower 1 has just
col | apsed, and. .

Chaz quickly turns his attention to an undi scl osed person in
t he background.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)
Yes, yes, yes.

Chaz quickly returns his focus to the canera in front of
hi m

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Evidently, the police are asking us
to nove fromthis spot, as it is a
potential danger zone. W will give
you as much information as we can
until we are forced to...

Suddenly, the sound is |ost as thundering noise is heard.
Billy quickly pans to his left and captures TOAER 2 as it
col | apses.

Visual is lost fromthe canmera as a gray snoke engulf the
scene.

| NT. ABC NEWSROOM - SAME TI ME

Several staffs are watching the |ive collapse broadcast on
the nonitoring screens. Their faces show fear and despair as
they stare at the screens that show nothing but gray and
whi t e ashes.

I NT. STUDI O - SAME

JON SCOTIT sits at the news desk addressing the canera
soberly.

The screen behind himdisplays the live video fromthe
col | apse scene.
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SCOrT

We don’t quite know what happened
there at the | ocation, but we have
| ost connection with our crew and
our bel oved anchorman, Chaz Conner.
Accordi ng to sonme adept camerawork
fromour camera hero, Billy Benson,
it appears as if the second Wirld
Trade Center tower has fallen. At
this time, we have no confirmation
of this, but Benson appeared to
have captured the collapse on film

until our entire crew was
di sconnected. Ch boy...

In a show of enobtion, Scott gul ps revealing his anxiety.

SCOrT
This is a brave crew and we hope
and pray that everyone is safe.
Meanwhile, we will fill you in on
ot her devel opnents on this horrific
day. Hold on. Hold on. W have sone
good news. We have Chaz Conner on
the line right right...the bravest
man in broadcasting...along with
his inveterate crew who have
survived the collapse of Tower 2.

Scott turns to the screen behind him which shows a cl earer
picture of a nore chaotic scene.

SCOTT (CONT' D)
Chaz? Are you there?..

Chaz emerges on the screen. He is covered in white and gray
dust. His dark suit and white shirt are now nonochromatic
light gray.

CHAZ (V. O
Jon, we are fine.

BACK TO GROUND ZERO

Firefighters, police officers, and first responders run
helter skelter |ooking for ways to get into the coll apsed
bui | di ngs and save nore peopl e.

.. Chaz stands before Billy’ s canera. The soundman stands
next to Billy. They are al nost unrecogni zable with the
anount of dust they are covered in.



114.

CHAZ
... But I fear to say that nmany of
t he people trapped in that building
are no longer fine. It was an awf ul
col | apse, and you have to believe
that there were nmany trapped peopl e
in that building. Whoever
di abolically engineered this event
must be a very sick person. Let us
get our bearings here, and we wl|l
have nore reports. We will try to
ascertain casualties, the whys and
t he wherefores, and try our best,
as always, to answer the question:
What’ s Next ?

EXT. GROUND ZERO - NI GHT
Police officers, Firefighters, nmachinaries continue to
scavenge the site for survivors. A news agency litter the

pari nmet er broadcasti ng.

SUPERI MPCSE:  10: 00 P. M

We spot Chaz and his crewin the mx: Chaz is still covered
in ash, standing in front of Builly's canera.
CHAZ

We have had a m serabl e event
happen today, akin to Pearl Harbor.
Who knows how many |ives were | ost
in this tragedy? Who knows how many
brothers and sisters and fathers
and nothers will no | onger be able
to connect with their |oved ones?
Tonorrow at 8:00 a.m, we wll try
to explore that question. Unti

t hen, hug your |oved ones and

rem nd yourself how i nportant they
are.

I NT. CHAZ'S LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

Ma stands in the niddle of the roomwith a sad | ook on her
face. She is staring at the door with teary eyes.

... Chaz comes in. He is still covered in dust and ash.
Sadness winkles his face. He quickly noves and gives Ma a
tight hug.

FADE TO BLACK
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| NSERT: GECRGE W BUSH - 9/11 BULLHORN SPEECH

TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: | N THE NEXT SI X DAYS, CHAZ BROADCASTED
EVERY EVENI NG FROM GROUND ZERO. H S MARATHON BROADCASTS
BECAVE THE STAPLE OF | NFORVATI ON FOR ALL NEW YORKERS AND THE
NATI ON.

EXT. GROUND ZERO - NI GHT

This is now a | ess busy site, but retains the rubble from
the destruction. Volunteers, firefighters and machinaries
continue to scavenge the site.

Chaz is standing in front of Billy’'s canera one nore as he
broadcasts the news.

CHAZ
| want to thank the viewers for
tuning in and encourage themto
keep the faith. What’s Next? | have
a hunch that we will sonmeday see a
silver lining through these gray
skies. It mght take sone
sacrifices on our part. It m ght
take a few years. But keep the
faith. We have bounced back from
Great Depressions and Wrld Wars. ..
and wi || bounce back fromthis
tragedy as well. It is in our DNA.
It’s the way we are made. It’s what
makes this nation special. You know
it, and I know it.

Chaz pauses for a second.

CHAZ ( CONT' D)
| will see you on the regul ar
broadcasts of What’s Next? this
Wednesday, but we will revisit this
scene nmany tines in the nonths to
cone...if for no other reason than
to let the volunteers down here
know t hat we appreciate their
efforts and that this tragedy wll
never be forgotten.
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I NT. CHAZ' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Chaz and Ma are sitting on the couch. They both appear
ol der than the last tine we saw them Ma is staring at her
husband graci ously.

SUPERI MPOSE:  2008.

MA
What do you think you will do?

CHAZ
Il do nore of what | want to do.
Seven or eight special reports a
year, nost of which | wll choose.

M A
Don’t you think you will be bored?

CHAZ
| hope not. For one thing, we wll
have nore time to travel and enjoy
some dinners without nme having to
check ny cell phone every dam
mnute to see if | need to get on a
pl ane by 10:50 p.m | won’t have to
have a pi ece of |uggage prepacked
for the fast gataways. And | won’t
have to research the entire world
hours every day just to be
conversant with every newswort hy
person on the pl annet.

M a sighs.
M A
| repeat the question. Don't you
think you will be bored?
CHAZ

Not with you at mny side, ny dear.
You have al ways had a knack for
surprising and exciting ne.

| NT. ROONE' S OFFI CE - DAY
Roone sits behind his desk in a spacious office. Age seens

to be catching up with himalso. Chaz sits on the other side
of the desk.



CHAZ
The time is up, Roone. | can’t keep

goi ng.
Roone nods in agreenent.

ROONE
You' re right, Chaz. It has been a
hell of a ride. But, just to be
clear, you know | will never give
you up without a fight.

CHAZ
(smles)
You will have to do just that this
time. But, I'll be willing to take
on one | ast assignnent before |
cl ose this page.

Roone’s eyes twinkle with curiosity.

ROONE
Whi ch assi gnment woul d that be?

CHAZ
| could cover the inauguration of
the first African-American
presi dent ever elected in the
United States. | prom se that wll
be ny | ast.

Roone just sm | es.
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TEXT ON BLACK SCREEN: BARRACK OBANVA WAS ELECTED PRESI DENT.
CHAZ CONNER LOBBI ED HARD AND BECAME THE TRUE ANCHOR EMERI TUS

AND CORRESPONDENT I N CH EF AT THE EVENT.

| NT. ABC NEWS STUDI O - DAY

Chaz is sitting at the newsdesk broadcasting his closing

speech for the inauguration.

CHAZ
Today, history was made. Fact is,
it is nade every tinme a US
president is sworn into office, but
this was a rather speci al
i nauguration. For the first tine,
an African-Anmerican was sworn into
office. It was acconpani ed by the
one and only Aretha Franklin, who
sang "My Country, 'Tis of Thee."

( MORE)
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CHAZ (cont’ d)
The invocation was given by the
evangelist Rick Warren, and the
Bi bl e used for the oath of office
was the sane exact one used by
Anmbr aham Li ncol n. How fitting?

For the first, we see the people watching fromthe w ngs
behi nd the caneraman and soundman. They are: Ma, Serena,
LOU S (Chaz’ s grandson), Tom Roone, friends and col | eagues.
They wait patiently to celebrate with Chaz.

Ma holds two flutes of chanpagne. Everyone el se hol ds one.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
Yest erday, on Martin Luther King
Day, thirteen thousand
comuni ty-service projects took
pl ace in the nation. Perhaps that’s
a testanent to a changed nati on.
Perhaps it will be one where we
care a bit nore about our fellow
man, wonman, and nei ghbor.

M a beans an enotional smle with tears-filled eyes.

CHAZ (CONT' D)
| am here today with ny wife, ny
daughter, ny son-in-law, and ny
grandson to witness this
i nauguration. | nust admt, when
was a young boy, | never imagi ned
such an event coul d happen in ny
[ifetime. I amso glad to have
survived | ong enough to see it
happen. There is no downside to
this whatsoever. As | used to sign
off in ny favorite show Wat’s
Next? ... and as Beach Boys sing
today, 'God only knows.’ As Barrack
(bama’ s poster decl ares: Hope. |
w |l be doing so in the days and
nmont hs again, and | hope you wl|l
be doing the sanme. Good ni ght and
good | uck.

Chaz’ s caneraman and soundman notion they are off-air. Ma
enters and hands Chaz one of the flutes.

Everyone el se stormin, hugging and clinking glasses with
Chaz.
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| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Chaz and Ma sit on the hotel sofa watching a programon TV.
There is a knock at the door.

Chaz wal ks over to the door and opens it. He is surprised to
see Louis standing in the hallway with his hand behind his
back.

LOU S
Can | come in, G andpa?
CHAZ
O course.
Louis steps in.
LOU S

| can’t begin to tell you how noved
| was by the inauguration and by
your |ast words on TV. And | wanted
to give you a gift to conmenorate

t

his event.
Louis reveals what he is hiding behind his back... It’'s a
scroll, which he hands over to his grandfather.
CHAZ

(curiously)
Should I open it now?

LOU S
Maybe tonorrow. But | predict you
will like it.

Louis exits the room

Chaz turns to Ma, shrugs, and then unfolds the scroll. It
is Cbame’ s presidential canpaign poster.

Chaz breaks down weeping. Ma wal ks up to himand gives him
a hug, consoling him

I NT. JOE ALLEN S - DAY

Chaz, Ma, Serena, Tom and Louis are sitting at table. They
are enjoying sone drinks and snacks. Everyone has added age
and appear nore matured.

SUPERI MPCSE:  2015.
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CHAZ
" m | ooking forward to this
afternoon...partly because | am
with my favorite people, and partly
because | nmet Cyndi Lauper in
coverage of "W Are The World." She
was a little werdo then, but had
| oads of talent, and | predict we
will soon see both this afternoon.
Cheers.

Chaz raises his glass and clinks with everyone.

TOM
| guess there’s no better tine to
say it, |I've been pronoted as the
of fice manager at Marrill Lynch.

Chaz and M a are surpri sed.

M A
Congr at ul ati ons, Tom
CHAZ
Congratul ati ons, | guess. Does that

mean you will cease giving stock
advice to individuals that have
trusted you for years? WIIl you now
j ust manage enpl oyees?

TOM
It just neans nore hours.
stipulated that | wanted to retain
my portfolio of inportant clients,
many of whom are wi dows and woul d
be di sconbobul ated with a change of
st ewar dshi p.

Chaz smiles and turns to Louis.

CHAZ
Lewi s, do you understand the word
" di sconmbobul at ed’ ?

LOU S
Messed up.

CHAZ
Cl ose enough.
(to Tom
By the way, Tom that is an
honor abl e deci si on.

Chaz turns to Serena.
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CHAZ ( CONT' D)
And you, mny dear Serena, what are
you up to?

SERENA
| am getting bored as a high school
gui dance counselor. | think | may

want to go back to grad school and
figure out a different path.

CHAZ
Such as?

SERENA
Music therapy is the newthing. O
young- peopl e cancer therapy. O,
nor e dangerous, crimnal or
drug-rel ated therapy. | just want
to figure out a new path.

Chaz lets it sink in for a nonent.

CHAZ
If you feel in your heart and soul
you need a change, you definitely
must change. By the way, you really
sound li ke your nother a few
decades ago. | assume you stay in
contact. How is she?

SERENA
She is good. She’s al one now but
seens to be happy with her job at
the Chicago Institute of Art, where
she continues to teach a class each
week on the psychol ogi cal
inplication of the great nasters.
|’ve attended the | ectures, they're
qui t e good.

Serena turns her gaze to Ma

SERENA ( CONT’ D)
And what about you, M a?

Ma takes a sip of her white wine and sm |l es.
M A

| am extrenely happy at this stage
of my life. In the past twelve

mont hs, | have given | ectures on
the " One-Day University’ program on
the topic of libel. I have a

( MORE)
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M A (cont’ d)
wonder ful man who wi shes to see ne
smle every day. He has a wonderf ul
famly sitting around this table.
And ny dear nan continues to
agitate ABC news to get on the
bi ggest stories of the week. Once a
journalist, always a journalist.

Chaz turns his attention to Louis.

CHAZ
Lewi s, what about you? | know you
are only fourteen years old, but
what do you think you mght want to
do in the next ten, twenty, or
thirty years?

All eyes turn to Louis.

LOU S
Not sure.

CHAZ
| understand. But take a valid
guess.

Louis only ponders a brief nonent.

LOU S
| like to wite.

Chaz pauses for sone seconds. He | ooks upward and rem ni sces
nonentarily. He returns his gaze on Louis.

CHAZ ( CONT’ D)

You will never find a finer
profession. If you choose to wite
for aliving, I want you to have

t he Waterman pen ny not her gave ne

when | chose to chronicle tines.
(to Ma)

M a, you know where it is. Maybe

you can find it, and make sure it

is delivered to Lewis. It has the

potential to wite good things.
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EXT. BROADWAY STREET - N GHT

Chaz and M a and wal ki ng down the sidewal k headi ng toward
the Kinky Booths. OQher individuals wal k back and fort the
si dewal k.

Chaz and M a continue on their way. Suddenly, Chaz grabs his
chest in agony and crashes to the ground.

M a knees beside himin shock and fear. She quickly takes
her phone out of her purse and dials "911."

M A
(sobbi ng)
Hell o... My husband just grabbed
his chest and passed out on the
ground... We are at the Eighth
Avenue... Pl ease conme now

SCREEN TO BLACK
SI REN SOUNDS

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Chaz lies in the hospital bed. Wres are attached to his
both arns and his head.

Ma sits on a side of the bed, holding his hand and staring
down at him Her eyes are teary.

Slowly, Chaz opens his eyes in a groggy nmanner. He nanages
to ook up at M a.

CHAZ
| love you. G ve Louis the Waternman
pen ny nomgave ne. Tell himto
wite sonething wonderful.

Once nore, He slips out of consciousness. Tears trickle down
Ma's face.

Shortly after, Chaz opens his eyes once nore and | ooks up at
M a.

CHAZ ( CONT' D)
VWhat ' s Next ?. .

The life support manchine begins to beep rapidly. M a breaks
down cryi ng.

FADE QOUT.
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THE END.



